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And parallel to his three
wifely duties would I also
fulfill three, three things not
beyond me & not beyond my
reach: watching for
menstrual blood, the Shabbat
candle’s flame, & taking
dough for hallah.

Sweeter than honey are
these three, so powerful, &
one is not allowed to add to
their number, or to inquire
about them: “Whereby do
women earn merit?”

Father in heaven who did
miracles for our ancestors
with fire & water. You
transformed the fire of Ur
Kasdim so it would not burn.
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You transformed Dinah in
the womb of her mother.
You transformed the staff of
Moshe to a snake before a
million eyes. You
transformed Moshe’s hand to
leprous white & the Sea of
Reeds to dry land, & the sea
floor into solid & dried—up
earth. You transformed the
rock into water, hard flint to
a fountain.

Who would then transform
me from a man to woman?
Were I only to have merited
this being so graced by
goodness. I could have now
been the lady of the house,
encamped in my home
within the world.
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What shall I say?

why cry or be bitter?

If my father in heaven has
decreed upon me & has
maimed me with an
immutable deformity, then I
do not wish to remove it.
The sorrow of the
impossible is a human pain
that nothing will cure & for
which no comfort can be
found. So, I will bear & suffer
until I die & wither in the
ground. Since I have
learned from our tradition
that we bless both, the good
& the bitter, I will bless in a
voice hushed & weak:
blessed are you YHVH who
has not made me a woman.
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Prayer for
Transformation

Rabbi Kalonymus, 1322
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