Chronology Of Events In Brazil 1964-73

1964

March 31-April 2: Revolution of March 31; military coup
overthrows populist regime of Jodo Goulart.

April 9: Institutional Act I institutes "revolutionary government".
April-July: Wholesale purges throughout military, unions,
Congress, judiciary, civil service, state and local governments.
April 16: General Castelo Branco elected president by Congress.
May 9: Carlos Marighella injured in shootout with police.

July: Purges decline as regime consolidates; Carlos Lacerda, one
of the initiators

October: Leadership of Brazilian Communist Party arrested; purge
re instituted.

November 26: Goias Governor Borges ousted for subversion.
November 27: Two hundred jailed in Rio Grande do Sul for
allegedly plotting leftist insurrection in conjunction with Borges
and ex-deputy Leonel Brizola.

1965

March 17: New York Times reports 2.000 people in jail without
charges.

March 27: Guerrilla raid on barracks in Rio Grande do Sul.

May 18: Bomb found in United States Embassy.

October 27: Institutional Act II; Castelo Branco dissolves political
parties, increases executive powers, decrees appointment of
judges and indirect election of future presidents.

1966

February 5: Bombing of home of United States consul in Poérto
Alegre.

June 24: US.IS. building in Brasilia bombed.

July: Bomb at Recife airport Kills three; assassination attempt on
General Costa e Silva; hundreds arrested.

September 15-23: Students demonstrate and clash with police in
Rio.

October 4: Bombings of war, finance and foreign ministers'
homes.

December 1: A.P. Pimentel sentenced to 5 years in prison for
attempted assassination of Castelo Branco in 1965.

December 10: Carlos Marighella and others resign from
Communist Party Executive Committee.

1967

Early 1967: Mario Alves and others found Revolutionary Brazilian
Communist Party.

March 15: Costa e Silva becomes president; new Constitution
inaugurated.

Early April: Rural foco in Serra de Caparao aborted; MNR and
(allegedly) Leonel Brizola involved.

August: First OLAS (Organization of Latin American Solidarity)
Conference held in Havana; Carlos Marighella is one of the
Brazilian delegates.

August 1: Peace Corps office in Rios bombed.

August 20: 170 suspected guerrillas seized in Mato Grosso; led by
Tarzan de Castro.

September 27: United States air attaché's residence in Rio
bombed.

October 15: 5 persons arrested for attempting to form guerrilla
band in Amazonas.

December 30: Ten boxes of dynamite and 200 detonators taken
from Cajamar cement company.

Late 1967: Marighella returns to Brazil and begins mobilizing ALN.

1968

January: Beginnings of several guerrilla groups: VPR in Sdo Paulo
and MR-8 in Niteroi.

March 19: United States Consulate in Sdo Paulo bombed.

March 28: Edson Luis Soto, 16-year-old student, killed by police in
Rio de Janeiro.

March 30: Student demonstration in Rio protests killing of
students by administration.

April 15: French and Italian Bank armored car attacked: 100,000
NCr (New Cruzeiros) expropriated.

April 20: Conservative newspaper O Estado do Sdo Paulo bombed
by VPR.

April 23: Commerce and Industry Bank in S&o Paulo robbed by
guerrillas.

May 1: Governor Abreu Sodre stoned by mob in Sao Paulo.

June 20-21: Students clash with police in Rio and demonstrate in
S&o Paulo and Brasilia; 1,500 arrested.

June 22: S3o Paulo Army Hospital raided for weapons in first
direct attack on army by the VPR.

June 26: One hundred thousand students demonstrate in protest
against repression. Second Army headquarters in Ibirapuera
bombed by VPR.

June 28: Nineteen boxes of dynamite and blasting caps stolen
from Fortaleza stone quarry by VPR.

July: Students occupy University of Sdo Paulo Philosophy Faculty;
first death-squad attacks initiate backlash to 1968 turmoil. Osasco
metal workers strike, led by union head and VPR leader Jose
Ibrahim; increased repression follows.

July 13: Peasant leader Manoel Conceicao shot by police; he
eventually loses a leg from gangrene.

August 10: Payroll train attacked; 110,000 NCr expropriated.
October: MR-8 foco in Parana begun; first support action
executed.

October 12: U.S. Captain Charles Chandler assassinated by VPR in
Sao Paulo. Eight hundred students arrested for holding congress
of outlawed National Student Union.

October 14: Seizure of 189,000 NCr from Bank of Sao Paulo.
October 27: Sears, Roebuck & Company store bombed.
November: Bank assault linked to Marighella and the ALN;
realization by police of "subversive threat."

December 12: Congress balks at government demand for trial of
Deputy Marcio Moreira Alves for insulting military honor; climax of
a long "constitutional crisis".

December 13: Costa e Silva closes Congress; Institutional Act V
promulgated, giving president dictatorial powers.

December 14-18: Hundreds arrested including 94 government
party deputies, ex-President Juscelino Kubitschek and Carlos
Lacerda.

1969

January 22: Planned action against IV Army Quitauna barracks
uncovered, exposing VPR.

January 25: Captain Carlos Lamarca, with three non
commissioned officers and 70 automatic weapons, defects to VPR.
February 25: Expropriation of 120,000 NCr from Auxiliary Bank of
Sao Paulo.

March: Residence of General Ademar de Rocha Santos bombed.
April: Monguagua Conference held to reorganize VPR and attempt
merger with COLINA: initially there is little success, but soon after
the two groups join to form VAR-Palmares.

May 1: Guerrillas seize S3o Bernardo radio station and broadcast
message.

May 5: Seizure of 248,000 NCr from National Credit Bank.

May 27: Six guerrillas escape Lemos de Brito prison and become
involved in MAR foco.

June: Operation Bandeirante launched nationwide to combat
subversion.

June 22: Military police barracks attacked; weapons and
ammunition expropriated.

July: Political parties reorganized by government decree. Over 30
MR-8 members arrested.

July 8: Two theatres showing "The Green Berets" bombed.

July 18: $2.4 million taken from estate of politician Adhemar de
Barros.

August: MAR guerrillas driven out of forests of Angra dos Reis,
200 miles south of Rio de Janeiro. Over 200 revolutionaries
arrested during mid-1969.

August 15: Marighella speech read over Radio Sao Paulo during
occupation by guerrillas.

September 4: United States Ambassador Burke Elbrick kidnapped
by ALN and MR-8; 15 prisoners exchanged for Elbrick.
September 10: Institutional Act XIV decrees death penalty for
subversion; first time death penalty has been decreed since 1891;
some 1,800 persons arrested following Elbrick kidnapping.
September: Tarresopolis Conference results in split within VAR
Palmares; armed struggle wing leaves and calls itself VPR again.
Late September: Thirteen ALN factories raided by authorities.
November 4: Carlos Marighella trapped and shot to death
December 17: Shooting incident leads to discovery of PCBR urban
guerrilla activity; campaign against PCBR begins.

1970

January: Jodo Domingues Palmares commando (VAR) hijacks
airplane. Subsequently the VAR is hit hard by repression.
January 13: PCBR continues to face repression, culminating in
arrests of Mario Alves (who dies under torture) and Apolonio de
Carvalho.

February 20: Death of Antonio Raimundo de Lucena, VPR leader,
during police raid.

March 11: Japanese consul Nobuo Okuchi abducted by VPR; 5
prisoners exchanged for Okuchi.

April 5: Curtis Cutter, United States consul in Pérto Alegre,
thwarts kidnap.

April 21: ALN leader Juarez Guimarez de Brito killed in attempted
kidnapping of West German Ambassador von Holleben.

April 21-May 31: Operation Vale de Ribeira mobilizes thousands
of troops to eliminate VPR training camp headed by Lamarca.
June 11: West German ambassador kidnapped by Juarez
Guimarez de Brito commando of ALN and VPR; 44 prisoners
released in exchange for him.

July 12: Eduardo Leites (VPR) arrested in attempted skyjacking to
free prisoners.

July: ALN, MR-8, VPR, MRT begin merger into United Front.
August 12: Carlos Franklin Peiyao de Araujy (VAR) arrested.
September: PCBR joins United Front effort. VAR suffers another
split, led by Adilson Ferreira da Silva.

October 1-3: Operation Sao Paulo; police campaign against Sao
Paulo guerrillas; 500 arrested, including most of VAR-Palmares,
Sao Paulo branch.

October 23: Joaquim Camara Ferreira, successor to Marighella as
head of ALN, arrested and dies of "heart attack" in prison.
November: Grandson of Marshall Lott savagely tortured; Lott kills
army captain in revenge, and demands public trial; military quietly
retires him. Arms cache in Sao Paulo tombs discovered.

November 4-5: Operation Cage launched to pre-empt guerrilla
actions commemorating Marighella's death; 5-10,000 people
detained.

November 15: Elections: 30% of electorate abstain despite
illegality of abstention; 55% cast blank ballots.

December 3: Education Minister Jarbas Passarinho admits to
occasional use of torture in jails.

December 7: Swiss Ambassador Giovanni Bucher kidnapped by
Juarez Guimarez de Brito commando of ALN; 70 prisoners
released.

December 8: Police announce death of three guerrillas, including
Eduardo Leite (VPR).

December 10: Expropriation of 64,000 NCr from Itau-America
Bank; police claim 9 of 14 commandos captured within 2 days.

1971

January 12: VAR-Palmares distributes food to slum dwellers.
January 20: Rubens Paiva (labour party ex-deputy linked to
guerrillas) and family arrested; Paiva dies under torture.
February 6: Raids in Recife lead to captured documents and
whereabouts of guerrillas, including Tarzan de Castro.

March 11: $35,000 expropriated from 3 private firms.

March 12: Five VAR-Palmares members arrested.

March 14: $13,800 seized from supermarket.

March 23: Marcio Leite Toledo (VPR) killed in Sio Paulo; links
leading to Carlos Lamarca allegedly discovered.

April 5: MRT leader Devanir Joss de Carvalho arrested and killed.
April 14: Major Toja Martinez assassinated in Rio.

April 15: Conservative industrialist Henning Albert Boilesen
assassinated by MRT in retribution for death of Carvalho.

April 18: Dimas Antonio Cassemiro of MRT killed.

April 23: MR-8 student cell at Rio de Janeiro Federal University
broken.

May 1: Zilda Xavier Periera (ALN) escapes Pinel Hospital in Rio.
May 16: Two presses seized by guerrillas from printing press
factory.

May 28: Five guerrillas from VAR-Palmares arrested. MR-8 cell
broken up.

June 23: Jose Anselmo dos Santos, ex-navy corporal and leader of
naval insurrection of March 26, 1964, allegedly dies in prison.
July 22: Guerrillas seize 350,000 NCr from bank.

July 24: Joao Carlos dos Santos, leader of group which kidnapped
von Holleben, captured.

August 5: Jose Raimundo Costa (VPR) shot to death resisting
arrest.

September 18: Carlos Lamarca killed in Salvador, Bahia.

1972

January 19: Alex de Paula Xavier-Pereira (ALN) killed.

January 23: Peasant leaders Manoel de Conceicao and Luis
Campos arrested.

April: Armed resistance begins in Amazonia State.

April 11: Antonio Caros Noguiera Cabral (ALN) killed in Rio de
Janeiro.

April 29: Eighteen AP members sentenced to prison. Garage of
Myers Craig (director of Brazilian Johnson & Johnson) bombed.
June 14: Luri de Paula Xavier Pereira (ALN)

July 18: Trial of 5 VPR members in Sao Paulo.

August 2: Aloisio dos Santos Filhos (PCB foreign affairs
committee) taken.

August 12: Fuad Saad (head of PCB foreign affairs) arrested.
September 22: Manoel de Conceicao brought to trial.
September 25: 5000 troops sent to Xambia, Amazonia in
counter-insurgency action.

September 28: Police station in Garibaldi, Rio Grande do Sul,
raided for weapons.

October 3: Seventeen AP and PRT cadres put on trial.

October 21: Nineteen urban guerrillas (MLN) arrested.
November 2: Two guerrillas (MOLIPO) killed in Sao Paulo
shootout.

November 22: Twenty-two PCB members arrested in Sao Paulo.
December 3: Joao Felipe de Sampiao Lacerda (PCB) arrested; 6
other foreign affairs cadre taken soon after.

December 6: Six PCB members arrested in Campo Grande district
of Rio de Janeiro.

December 8: PCB sections hit in Goias and Rio de Janeiro.
December 11: Four Trotskyites arrested in Sao Paulo. Ro de
Janeiro.

December 29: Six PCBR members Killed and one captured
including two National Command members.

1973

January 5: Six bombings in Fortaleza, Ceara.

January 10: 6th VPR cadre (including 1 Paraguayan) shot in 1 week
near Recife.

January 11: Government announces arrests of 32 members of ALN
splinter group MOLIPO in Sao Paulo. VPR denounces Jose
Anselmo for defection; his information allegedly set up recent
assassinations in Recife, plus others.

January 17: Nine leftists killed in Rio de Janeiro.

January 24: EX-PCB deputy Jose Maria Crispim and daughter
sentenced in absentia for association with VPR. Anatalia de Melo
Alves (PCB) tortured to death in Pernambuco.

February 7: Rubens Berado, deputy and former vice-governor of
Guanabara, killed by unknown assailants. British naval officer David
Cuthberg assassinated

February 21: Manuel Henrique de Olivera, Portuguese national
and alleged police informer, executed by Aurora Maria Nacimiento
Furtado command.

March 1: Sao Paulo police agent Octavio Gonzalves Moreira killed
in Guanabara.
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The mini manual was developed by Marighella with consideration of prior successful communist
revolutions such as in Cuba and China but written with the material conditions of Brazil in mind. Unlike Cuba
and China, communist revolutionaries in Brazil did not have the support of the populace. The 1964 CIA backed

The Mini Manual of the Urban Guerilla is a guide to overthrowing dictatorships from urban bases of

operation. It was written by Carlos Marighella in 1969, shorty before his assassination by state forces. Marighella
was a Brazilian politician, writer, and devout communist who fought against the Brazilian military dictatorship

lasting from 1964 to 1985. Marighella formed the Ac¢do Libertadora Nacional (National Liberation Action) group,

an urban guerilla cell known for its bank robberies, bombings, arms expropriations, assassinations, and several
military coup against Jodo Goulart, a left-wing democratically elected president, was generally supported by most

high-profile kidnappings. The cell operated lasted from roughly 1967 to 1974, by when almost every member of
Brazilians, and only more radical groups such as the Marxists, unionists, and students directly opposed it.

the group had either been killed in combat or captured and tortured to death.
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Many of the old-school communist guerillas believed that revolution would be impossible without rural
support and bases of operation. Even Mao once mused that revolution would be impossible in a county without a
countryside, such as Belgium. However, rapid industrialization and the movement of population centers from
rural to urban areas changed the equation, and by the 60’s rural guerilla movements often faltered where they

Even if guerilla movements were unable to secure popular support in the countryside, the opportunities
for attack and building revolutionary movements now lived in urban centers anyways. Guerillas of the 60’s and

once had flourished. A 1971 report by the RAND corporation on rural guerillas noted that “they control the

mountain tops; the governments against which they fought still controlled the nations.”
70’s brought the fight to the cities, attacking centers of power on their own doorsteps and then melting back into

their cover identities amongst the urban population. A 1969 CIA intelligence memorandum on Latin American
urban terrorism summarizes this point for us neatly, “Revolutionaries and reformers of all types are now

becoming increasingly aware that the key to political power not in their countryside, where insurgency has thus

far failed, but in the cities.”
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Armed propaganda is used to both support the urban guerilla's physical needs as well as to project an
The second prong, terrorism, is less easy to define but still an important part of the urban guerilla's
repertoire according to Marighella. Terrorism effects attacks directly towards the state and other facets of power,

Considering this, Marighella excelled in using a variety of urban guerilla tactics to effect quick and
image of combative strength against the state, which serves as propaganda. Literal propaganda such as

decisive attacks on power while also growing revolutionary capability and popular support for the A¢do
attacks on the state to show the capabilities of the guerillas while demonstrating the ineffectiveness of the state.

Expropriations of arms, bank robberies, kidnapping of officials, and mass protest movements all fall into this

Libertadora Nacional. This two-pronged strategy, attacking power and building capability, can be summarized
category.

into two general themes, armed propaganda and terrorism (non-derogatory).
underground print news and pirate radio was also used by Marighella, but he emphasizes the importance of
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English translations of The Mini Manual made its way to the United States in the Summer of 1970. The

translation featured in this zine was published over the course of several months by The Berkeley Tribe, a
This zine is a reproduction of the original articles that ran in The Berkeley tribe. Only parts 1-7 are

original, the remainder of The Mini Manual of the Urban Guerilla was added in with backgrounds from other

assassinations, and executions. The word “’terrorism” carries some baggage, but it’s the term Marighella used and
articles featured in The Berkeley Tribe in order complete the text.

is an apt description for his use of political violent to disrupt the daily operations of the state.
simultaneously, including Red Earth, a newspaper affiliated with The Weather Underground organization (one of

building their own capabilities. Examples of terrorist tactics used by urban guerillas include sabotage, bombings,
countercultural newspaper out of Berkeley, CA operating from 1969-1972. The Berkeley Tribe credits the Black
Panther Party as their source for the Mini Manual’s translation. A few other organizations published the manual
America’s very own urban guerilla organizations during the 70’s).

particularly north American imperialist companies in Brazil’s case. While terrorism is also a form of propaganda
in its own way, to the urban guerilla it is focused more on diminishing the capabilities of the state rather than
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Mugshot of Carlos Marighella from 1939. As a sidenote,

some sources call him a “known seducer.”

Chart of the two-pronged approach used by the
urban guerilla, as seen in the FBI counter-
terrorism essay The Legacy of Carlos

Marighella.
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Images from Red Earth’s 1970 publication of the Mini Manual.
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