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Demand of Rights 

 

• I ǁill Ŷot talk to you oƌ aŶyoŶe aďout aŶythiŶg. 

 

• I deŵaŶd to haǀe aŶ atoƌŶey pƌeseŶt ďefoƌe I  

speak to you oƌ aŶyoŶe. 

 

• I ǁill Ŷot aŶsǁeƌ aŶy ƋuesioŶs, oƌ ƌeply to aŶy  

Đhaƌges, ǁithout ŵy atoƌŶey pƌeseŶt. 

 

• I do Ŷot agƌee to peƌfoƌŵ aŶy test, ĐoŶseŶt to  

aŶy seaƌĐhes, oƌ paƌiĐipate iŶ aŶy liŶe-ups. 

 

• I ǁill Ŷot sigŶ aŶythiŶg uŶless ŵy atoƌŶey  

agƌees I should do so. 

 

• I ǁill Ŷot ǁaiǀe aŶy of ŵy ĐoŶsituioŶal ƌights. 

iŶfo@ĐldĐ.oƌg  ∙  ;ϱϰϭͿ ϲϴϳ-ϵϭϴϬ 
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Railroads, Ports, and     

Utilities Legal Primer 

 

This legal pƌiŵeƌ is iŶteŶded to ďe a ďasiĐ legal ƌesouƌĐe 

foƌ aĐiǀists aŶd legal oďseƌǀeƌs iŶǀolǀed iŶ pƌotests at oƌ aƌouŶd  
ƌailƌoads, poƌts, aŶd eŶeƌgy faĐiliies. 

Knowledge Is Power. 

Use this guide to help you uŶdeƌstaŶd ǁhat you aƌe geiŶg iŶto ďefoƌe tak-
iŶg aŶy aĐioŶ. If you aƌe aƌƌested, you aƌe oďligaiŶg youƌself to the fedeƌal 
aŶd/oƌ state ĐƌiŵiŶal legal systeŵ, ǁhiĐh ŵay haǀe ĐoŶseƋueŶĐes that iŶ-
Đlude a ĐoŶǀiĐioŶ, jail, aŶd/oƌ pƌoďaioŶ. AĐt aĐĐoƌdiŶgly. If you aƌe Ŷot aďle 
to deal ǁith the ĐoŶseƋueŶĐes of aŶ aƌƌest aŶd staŶd iŶ solidaƌity ǁith youƌ 
ĐoŵŵuŶity agaiŶst goǀeƌŶŵeŶt ƌepƌessioŶ, doŶ’t ƌisk aƌƌest. AĐiǀisŵ ĐaŶ 
take ŵaŶy foƌŵs, so ďe hoŶest ǁith youƌself aďout hoǁ you ĐaŶ ďe ŵost 
efeĐiǀe iŶ ighiŶg foƌ Đliŵate jusiĐe. 

**Please ďe aǁaƌe that this pƌiŵeƌ is Ŷot legal adǀiĐe 
aŶd does Ŷot foƌŵ aŶ atoƌŶey-ĐlieŶt ƌelaioŶship.** 

 

 

 

Foƌŵ ϯ.z ϴ.ϭϴ.ϭϰ 
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This Primer  is ŵeaŶt to suppleŵeŶt KŶoǁ Youƌ Rights tƌaiŶiŶg fƌoŵ 
the Ciǀil Liďeƌies DefeŶse CeŶteƌ aŶd does Ŷot iŶĐlude  a disĐussioŶ of the 
ŵost ĐoŵŵoŶ Đhaƌges aŶd puŶishŵeŶts that aĐiǀists ǁill faĐe fƌoŵ ĐƌiŵiŶal 
tƌespass, disoƌdeƌlǇ ĐoŶduĐt, ĐƌiŵiŶal ŵisĐhief, etĐ.  

Each State has different laws that ŵaǇ applǇ to aĐioŶs oŶ 
ƌailƌoad, poƌt, oƌ eŶeƌgǇ faĐilitǇ pƌopeƌtǇ. This pƌiŵeƌ foĐuses oŶ WashiŶgtoŶ 
aŶd OƌegoŶ aŶd is Ŷot ŵeaŶt to ƌeplaĐe diligeŶt ƌeseaƌĐh ďǇ ĐaŵpaigŶs iŶ 
these oƌ otheƌ states. Do Ǉouƌ ReseaƌĐh! 

Railroads 

You should know: 

Railƌoad tƌaĐks, aŶd usuallǇ the laŶd eǆteŶdiŶg up to ϱϬ feet oŶ eitheƌ side, 
aƌe pƌiǀate pƌopeƌtǇ of ƌailƌoad ĐoƌpoƌaioŶs. Railƌoad poliĐe haǀe iŶteƌstate 
juƌisdiĐioŶ aŶd ĐaŶ iŶǀesigate aŶd eŶfoƌĐe all state laǁ Đƌiŵes agaiŶst the 
ƌailƌoad ǁhetheƌ oƌ Ŷot the oiĐeƌs aƌe oŶ ƌailƌoad pƌopeƌtǇ.  

 

What are the risks? 

Theƌe aƌe speĐial state aŶd fedeƌal Đhaƌges that ŵaǇ ďe ďƌought agaiŶst pƌo-
testeƌs iŶteƌfeƌiŶg ǁith ƌailƌoads aŶd tƌaiŶs.  

 

1. Federal charges tǇpiĐallǇ iŶǀolǀe the use of ǀioleŶĐe, 
ďut ŵaŶy ŶoŶ-ǀioleŶt aĐioŶs ŵay faĐe seƌious Đhaƌges. Fedeƌal 
Đhaƌges dealiŶg ǁith ƌailƌoads iŶĐlude: 

• Teƌƌoƌist ataĐks aŶd otheƌ ǀioleŶĐe agaiŶst ƌailƌoad Đaƌ-
ƌieƌs aŶd agaiŶst ŵass tƌaŶspoƌtaioŶ systeŵs oŶ laŶd, oŶ 
ǁateƌ, oƌ thƌough the aiƌ ;ϭϴ U.S.C. § ϭϵϵϮͿ 

This is a ďig Đhaƌge. It Đoǀeƌs lots of ŶoŶ-ǀioleŶt ďehaǀioƌ that’s Ŷot usuallǇ 
ĐoŶsideƌed ͞teƌƌoƌisŵ.͟ 

DisaďliŶg, ǁƌeĐkiŶg, oƌ deƌailiŶg aŶǇ oŶ-tƌaĐk eƋuipŵeŶt oƌ ǀehiĐle, as ǁell as 
ŵakiŶg tƌaĐks, depots, ďƌidges, tuŶŶels, sigŶals, ǁaƌehouses, etĐ., uŶusaďle oƌ 
uŶǁoƌkaďle, Ƌualiies as a ͞teƌƌoƌist ataĐk͟ uŶdeƌ this statute. 

You ŵaǇ also ďe Đhaƌged uŶdeƌ this statute foƌ ƌeŵoǀiŶg, daŵagiŶg, oƌ iŵ-
paiƌiŶg a dispatĐh, ĐƌossiŶg, oƌ ĐoŶtƌol sigŶal, as ǁell as iŶteƌfeƌiŶg ǁith dƌiǀ-
eƌs, eŶgiŶeeƌs, oƌ ĐoŶduĐtoƌs ǁith a ƌeĐkless disƌegaƌd foƌ safetǇ. 
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soŵeoŶe ǁould Ŷot ďe aďle to ǁithstaŶd pƌessuƌe fƌoŵ the poliĐe, FBI, oƌ 
otheƌ goǀeƌŶŵeŶt ageŶĐǇ—oƌ Ǉou thiŶk that soŵeoŶe ǁould ďe teŵpted ďǇ 
ofeƌs of ƌeduĐed seŶteŶĐes oƌ ŵoŶeǇ foƌ tuƌŶiŶg oŶ theiƌ Đoŵƌades—doŶ’t 
fƌeelǇ shaƌe iŶfoƌŵaioŶ ǁith theŵ.  
 

         

 

For a video of our Know Your Rights training for 

activists, go to: 

 www.cldc.org/organizing-resources/know-your-rights-for

-activists  

 

Contact CLDC at info@cldc.org to arrange a training or 

series of trainings for your community.  

 

If you appreciate activist resources like this primer 

and our Know Your Rights trainings, please consider be-

coming a member of the Civil Liberties Defense Center 

or make a donation to support CLDC’s work. Check out 
www.cldc.org/support-cldc for more information about 

how you can help. 

         

 

NOTES: 
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ŵaioŶ ǁith seleĐt iŶdiǀiduals, ďe aǁaƌe of ǁho—aŶd ǁhat—is aƌouŶd Ǉou. 
DoŶ’t shaƌe iŶfoƌŵaioŶ iŶ the pƌeseŶĐe of aŶǇoŶe ǁho does Ŷot Ŷeed to 
kŶoǁ it, oƌ iŶ the pƌeseŶĐe of aŶǇ eleĐtƌoŶiĐ deǀiĐes, seĐuƌitǇ Đaŵeƌas, plaĐes 
that Đould ďe ǁiƌed, etĐ. 

 

Not Who You Think They Are 

 

Infiltrator: one ǁho eŶteƌs iŶto a gƌoup oƌ teƌƌitoƌǇ ǁith hosile iŶteŶt, 
usuallǇ ǁith ďaĐkiŶg fƌoŵ a goǀeƌŶŵeŶt ageŶĐǇ oƌ ĐoƌpoƌaioŶ.  
 

Informant: one ǁho pƌoǀides iŶfoƌŵaioŶ aďout aŶ iŶdiǀidual oƌ a Đoŵ-
ŵuŶitǇ to a goǀeƌŶŵeŶt ageŶĐǇ oƌ ĐoƌpoƌaioŶ.  
 

Provocateur: one ǁho is eŵploǇed ďǇ a goǀeƌŶŵeŶt ageŶĐǇ oƌ Đoƌpo-
ƌaioŶ to Đƌeate pƌoďleŵs iŶ a ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ aŶd/oƌ to eŶĐouƌage a ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ 
oƌ iŶdiǀidual ŵeŵďeƌs to eŶgage iŶ ǀioleŶt aĐioŶs.  
 

Snitch: one ǁho tuƌŶs theiƌ ďaĐk oŶ theiƌ ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ aŶd takes oŶ oŶe oƌ 
ŵoƌe of the aďoǀe ƌoles.  

 

What to Do 

Assuŵe that iŶiltƌatoƌs, iŶfoƌŵaŶts, aŶd pƌoǀoĐateuƌs aƌe ǁithiŶ aŶǇ giǀeŶ 
aĐiǀist ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ aŶd ƌespoŶd aĐĐoƌdiŶglǇ. Be oŶ the lookout foƌ suspiĐious 
ďehaǀioƌ fƌoŵ otheƌs, aŶd adheƌe to seĐuƌitǇ Đultuƌe pƌaĐiĐes to help ƌeduĐe 
the daŵage that these uŶǁelĐoŵe paƌies ĐaŶ Đause. If soŵeoŶe seeŵs to 
haǀe Đoŵe out of Ŷoǁheƌe, asks too ŵaŶǇ ƋuesioŶs, siƌs up uŶŶeĐessaƌǇ 
disseŶt, Đƌeates haƌŵful gossip, pƌessuƌes otheƌs to eŶgage iŶ ǀioleŶt aĐiǀi-
ies, oƌ ďehaǀes iŶ otheƌ ǁaǇs ǁhiĐh suggest that theǇ do Ŷot Đaƌe aďout 
ǁhat is ďest foƌ the Đause, otheƌ aĐiǀists, aŶd the ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ—doŶ’t tƌust 
theŵ. TheǇ ŵaǇ ďe ǁoƌkiŶg foƌ the goǀeƌŶŵeŶt oƌ a ĐoƌpoƌaioŶ that is eageƌ 
to gatheƌ iŶfoƌŵaioŶ aďout aĐiǀists aŶd to tƌǇ to ŵake efeĐiǀe gƌoups fall 
apaƌt. 
 

IŶ addiioŶ to ďeiŶg Đauious aďout the daŶgeƌ posed ďǇ people ǁho’ǀe ďeeŶ 
paid to ǁoƌk theiƌ ǁaǇ iŶto aĐiǀist ĐoŵŵuŶiies, Ǉou should ďe Đaƌeful aďout 
tƌusiŶg people ǁho ŵaǇ oŶe daǇ sŶitĐh. If foƌ aŶǇ ƌeasoŶ Ǉou thiŶk that 
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It’s also iŵpoƌtaŶt to Ŷote that ĐolleĐiŶg iŶfoƌŵaioŶ, suƌveiliŶg, photo-
gƌaphiŶg, videotapiŶg, oƌ diagƌaŵŵiŶg ƌailƌoads oƌ eƋuipŵeŶt to assist iŶ aŶy 
of this ďehavioƌ ŵaǇ also ƋualifǇ as a ͞teƌƌoƌist aĐt,͟ as does ateŵpiŶg, 
thƌeateŶiŶg, ĐoŶspiƌiŶg, oƌ ĐoŶǀeǇiŶg false iŶfoƌŵaioŶ aďout aŶ ateŵpt to do 
aŶǇ of the aďoǀe. 

This is a Class C feloŶy puŶishaďle ďǇ up to ϮϬ Ǉeaƌs iŶ pƌisoŶ aŶd/oƌ iŶes. 

;Note: this Đhaƌge applies to tƌaiŶs oƌ ŵass tƌaŶspoƌtaioŶ Đaƌƌieƌs iŶǀolǀed iŶ 
iŶteƌstate oƌ foƌeigŶ ĐoŵŵeƌĐe, oƌ to iŶdiǀiduals ǁho Đƌoss state liŶes to Đoŵ-
ŵit the aĐts.Ϳ 

 
• DestƌuĐioŶ of ŶaioŶal-defeŶse ŵateƌials, ŶaioŶal-
defeŶse pƌeŵises, oƌ ŶaioŶal-defeŶse uiliies* ;ϭϴ U.S.C. § 
Ϯϭ55Ϳ 

Despite its Ŷaŵe, this Đhaƌge Đoǀeƌs lots of ƌailƌoads. IŶjuƌiŶg oƌ destƌoǇiŶg 
ŶaioŶal-defeŶse ŵateƌial, pƌeŵises, oƌ uiliies is a Đƌiŵe, as loŶg as Ǉou haǀe 
the iŶteŶt to iŶjuƌe, iŶteƌfeƌe ǁith, oƌ oďstƌuĐt ŶaioŶal defeŶse. It’s also a 
Đƌiŵe to ateŵpt to do so. 

͞Mateƌials, pƌeŵises, aŶd uiliies͟ iŶĐlude aŶǇ ƌailƌoad that ŵight ĐaƌƌǇ de-
feŶse ŵateƌials oƌ tƌoops — ǁhiĐh Đould ďe ŵost ƌailƌoads. 

This is a Class C feloŶy puŶishaďle ďǇ up to ϮϬ Ǉeaƌs iŶ pƌisoŶ aŶd/oƌ iŶes. 

*Foƌ eǆplaŶatoƌǇ puƌposes: ͞The ǁoƌds ͞ŶaioŶal-defeŶse ŵateƌial͟ iŶĐlude aƌŵs, aƌŵaŵeŶt, 
aŵŵuŶiioŶ, liǀestoĐk, foƌage, foƌest pƌoduĐts aŶd staŶdiŶg iŵďeƌ, stoƌes of ĐlothiŶg, aiƌ, ǁateƌ, 
food, foodstufs, fuel, supplies, ŵuŶiioŶs, aŶd all otheƌ aƌiĐles of ǁhateǀeƌ desĐƌipioŶ aŶd aŶǇ 
paƌt oƌ iŶgƌedieŶt theƌeof, iŶteŶded foƌ, adapted to, oƌ suitaďle foƌ the use of the UŶited “tates iŶ 
ĐoŶŶeĐioŶ ǁith the ŶaioŶal defeŶse oƌ foƌ use iŶ oƌ iŶ ĐoŶŶeĐioŶ ǁith the pƌoduĐiŶg, ŵaŶufaĐ-
tuƌiŶg, ƌepaiƌiŶg, stoƌiŶg, ŵiŶiŶg, eǆtƌaĐiŶg, distƌiďuiŶg, loadiŶg, uŶloadiŶg, oƌ tƌaŶspoƌiŶg of aŶǇ 
of the ŵateƌials oƌ otheƌ aƌiĐles heƌeiŶďefoƌe ŵeŶioŶed oƌ aŶǇ paƌt oƌ iŶgƌedieŶt theƌeof. 

The ǁoƌds ͞ŶaioŶal-defeŶse pƌeŵises͟ iŶĐlude all ďuildiŶgs, gƌouŶds, ŵiŶes, oƌ otheƌ plaĐes 
ǁheƌeiŶ suĐh ŶaioŶal-defeŶse ŵateƌial is ďeiŶg pƌoduĐed, ŵaŶufaĐtuƌed, ƌepaiƌed, stoƌed, ŵiŶed, 
eǆtƌaĐted, distƌiďuted, loaded, uŶloaded, oƌ tƌaŶspoƌted, togetheƌ ǁith all ŵaĐhiŶeƌǇ aŶd appli-
aŶĐes theƌeiŶ ĐoŶtaiŶed; aŶd all foƌts, aƌseŶals, ŶaǀǇ Ǉaƌds, Đaŵps, pƌisoŶs, oƌ otheƌ iŶstallaioŶs 
of the Aƌŵed FoƌĐes of the UŶited “tates. 

The ǁoƌds ͞ŶaioŶal-defeŶse uiliies͟ iŶĐlude all ƌailƌoads, ƌailǁaǇs, eleĐtƌiĐ liŶes, ƌoads of ǁhat-
eǀeƌ desĐƌipioŶ, ƌailƌoad oƌ ƌailǁaǇ iǆtuƌe, ĐaŶal, loĐk, daŵ, ǁhaƌf, pieƌ, doĐk, ďƌidge, ďuildiŶg, 
stƌuĐtuƌe, eŶgiŶe, ŵaĐhiŶe, ŵeĐhaŶiĐal ĐoŶtƌiǀaŶĐe, Đaƌ, ǀehiĐle, ďoat, aiƌĐƌat, aiƌields, aiƌ laŶes, 
aŶd iǆtuƌes oƌ appuƌteŶaŶĐes theƌeof, oƌ aŶǇ otheƌ ŵeaŶs of tƌaŶspoƌtaioŶ ǁhatsoeǀeƌ, ǁheƌe-
oŶ oƌ ǁheƌeďǇ suĐh ŶaioŶal-defeŶse ŵateƌial, oƌ aŶǇ tƌoops of the UŶited “tates, aƌe ďeiŶg oƌ 
ŵaǇ ďe tƌaŶspoƌted eitheƌ ǁithiŶ the liŵits of the UŶited “tates oƌ upoŶ the high seas oƌ else-
ǁheƌe; aŶd all aiƌ-ĐoŶdiioŶiŶg sǇsteŵs, daŵs, ƌeseƌǀoiƌs, aƋueduĐts, ǁateƌ aŶd gas ŵaiŶs aŶd 
pipes, stƌuĐtuƌes, aŶd ďuildiŶgs, ǁheƌeďǇ oƌ iŶ ĐoŶŶeĐioŶ ǁith ǁhiĐh aiƌ, ǁateƌ, oƌ gas ŵaǇ ďe 
fuƌŶished to aŶǇ ŶaioŶal-defeŶse pƌeŵises oƌ to the Aƌŵed FoƌĐes of the UŶited “tates, aŶd all 
eleĐtƌiĐ light aŶd poǁeƌ, steaŵ oƌ pŶeuŵaiĐ poǁeƌ, telephoŶe aŶd telegƌaph plaŶts, poles, ǁiƌes, 
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aŶd iǆtuƌes aŶd ǁiƌeless staioŶs, aŶd the ďuildiŶgs ĐoŶŶeĐted ǁith the ŵaiŶteŶaŶĐe aŶd opeƌa-
ioŶ theƌeof used to supplǇ aiƌ, ǁateƌ, light, heat, poǁeƌ, oƌ faĐiliies of ĐoŵŵuŶiĐaioŶ to aŶǇ 
ŶaioŶal-defeŶse pƌeŵises oƌ to the Aƌŵed FoƌĐes of the UŶited “tates.͟ [Fƌoŵ ϭϴ U.“.C. § Ϯϭϱϭ] 

 

• EŶteƌiŶg tƌaiŶ to Đoŵŵit Đƌiŵe ;ϭϴ U.S.C. § ϭϵϵϭͿ 
It’s a Đƌiŵe to eŶteƌ a tƌaiŶ ǁith the iŶteŶt to iŶjuƌe pƌopeƌtǇ oƌ a peƌsoŶ, 
ǁhateǀeƌ that iŶjuƌǇ ŵight look like. 

This is a Class A ŵisdeŵeaŶoƌ puŶishaďle ďǇ up to ϭ Ǉeaƌ iŶ pƌisoŶ ;iŶjuƌǇ to 
pƌopeƌtǇ oƌ peƌsoŶͿ oƌ a Class C feloŶy puŶishaďle ďǇ up to ϮϬ Ǉeaƌs ;ƌoďďeƌǇ 
oƌ ŵuƌdeƌͿ, aŶd/oƌ a iŶe. 

 

2. State Charges also eǆist foƌ ƌailƌoad-speĐiiĐ ďehaǀioƌ. 

IŶ Washington, Đhaƌges eǆist foƌ: 

• OďstƌuĐiŶg oƌ delayiŶg tƌaiŶ ;RCW ϴϭ.ϰϴ.ϬϮϬͿ 

This Đhaƌge is pƌetǇ ďƌoad aŶd ĐƌiŵiŶalizes oďstƌuĐiŶg, hiŶdeƌiŶg, oƌ delaǇiŶg 
a ƌailƌoad Đaƌ. 

This is a ŵisdeŵeaŶoƌ puŶishaďle ďǇ up to ϵϬ daǇs iŶ jail aŶd/oƌ a $ϭ,ϬϬϬ iŶe. 

 

• MaliĐious iŶjuƌy to ƌailƌoad pƌopeƌty ;RCW ϴϭ.ϲϬ.ϬϳϬͿ 

TaŵpeƌiŶg ǁith aŶǇ ƌailƌoad eƋuipŵeŶt oƌ stƌuĐtuƌe is a Đƌiŵe iŶ WashiŶgtoŶ. 
Railƌoad stƌuĐtuƌes iŶĐlude eŵďaŶkŵeŶts aŶd Đulveƌts. TeĐhŶiĐallǇ, Ǉou haǀe 
to taŵpeƌ iŶ a ǁaǇ that eŶdaŶgeƌs the safetǇ of the pƌopeƌtǇ oƌ people. Also 
Ŷote that thƌoǁiŶg a ͞daŶgeƌous ŵissile͟ at a ƌailĐaƌ is Đoǀeƌed ďǇ this statute. 

This is a Class B feloŶy puŶishaďle ďǇ up to ϭϬ Ǉeaƌs iŶ state pƌisoŶ aŶd/oƌ a 
$ϱ,ϬϬϬ iŶe. 

 

• SaďotagiŶg ƌolliŶg stoĐk ;RCW ϴϭ.ϲϬ.ϬϴϬͿ 

͞RolliŶg stoĐk͟ ŵeaŶs soŵethiŶg ƌolliŶg aloŶg a ƌailƌoad tƌaĐk. If Ǉou take, 
ƌeŵoǀe, daŵage, alteƌ, oƌ iŶteƌfeƌe ǁith aŶǇ paƌt of a ƌailĐaƌ, aŶd Ǉou iŶteŶd 
to iŶjuƌe the ƌailĐaƌ oƌ depƌiǀe its oǁŶeƌ of it, Ǉou ŵaǇ haǀe Đoŵŵited this 
Đƌiŵe. 

This is a Class C feloŶy puŶishaďle ďǇ up to ϱ Ǉeaƌs iŶ state pƌisoŶ aŶd/oƌ a 
$ϭ,ϬϬϬ iŶe. 
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ApplǇ foƌ a Đouƌt-appoiŶted atoƌŶeǇ if Ǉou so Đhoose. You ǁill ƌeĐeiǀe a fu-
tuƌe Đouƌt date to appeaƌ. Make ĐoŶtaĐt ǁith youƌ atoƌŶey as sooŶ as possi-
ďle. It is Ǉouƌ ƌespoŶsiďilitǇ to ƌeŵaiŶ iŶ ĐoŶtaĐt ǁith Ǉouƌ  atoƌŶeǇ; this ŵaǇ 
ďe fƌustƌaiŶg, ďut ǁill ďe esseŶial to Ǉouƌ defeŶse! If Ǉou Đhoose to go to 
tƌial, it ŵaǇ ďe Ǉouƌ ƌespoŶsiďilitǇ to loĐate aŶd seĐuƌe ǁitŶesses oŶ Ǉouƌ ďe-
half. If Ǉou aƌe fouŶd guiltǇ at tƌial, oƌ eleĐt to lateƌ plead guiltǇ, Ǉou aƌe al-
loǁed to delaǇ seŶteŶĐiŶg at least ϰϴ houƌs. At the seŶteŶĐiŶg heaƌiŶg, Ǉou 
ŵaǇ ďe oƌdeƌed to seƌǀe jail iŵe, so ďe pƌepaƌed to ƌepoƌt to jail iŵŵediate-
lǇ. PƌoďaioŶ ƌeƋuiƌes Ǉou to oďeǇ all laǁs. A suďseƋueŶt aƌƌest ǁhile oŶ pƌo-
ďaioŶ Đould ƌesult iŶ a sepaƌate pƌoďaioŶ ǀiolaioŶ Đase aŶd addiioŶal puŶ-
ishŵeŶt iŶĐludiŶg jail. 
 

Security Culture Basics 

Don’t Brag 

You’ƌe eŶgaged iŶ aĐiǀisŵ to pƌoteĐt the plaŶet fƌoŵ fuƌtheƌ destƌuĐioŶ, Ŷot 
to get Đool poiŶts. BƌaggiŶg aďout aĐioŶs—past, pƌeseŶt, oƌ futuƌe—puts Ǉou 
aŶd Ǉouƌ ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ at ƌisk. The goǀeƌŶŵeŶt ŵaǇ use ďƌaggiŶg to gatheƌ iŶ-
foƌŵaioŶ aďout Ǉou, Ǉouƌ Đoŵƌades, aŶd aĐioŶs, aŶd it ŵaǇ also deĐide to 
taƌget Ǉou foƌ geiŶg ŵoƌe iŶfoƌŵaioŶ. This applies to ͞ƌeal life͟ as ǁell as 
eleĐtƌoŶiĐallǇ. GoǀeƌŶŵeŶt ageŶĐies ĐloselǇ ŵoŶitoƌ eŵail, FaĐeďook aŶd 
otheƌ ǁeďsites, Đell phoŶes, aŶd all eleĐtƌoŶiĐ ĐoŵŵuŶiĐaioŶs.  

 

Don’t Gossip 

Like ďƌaggiŶg, gossipiŶg Đƌeates a ǁeak liŶk thƌough ǁhiĐh the goǀeƌŶŵeŶt 
ĐaŶ gatheƌ iŶfoƌŵaioŶ aďout a ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ to use agaiŶst it. AddiioŶallǇ, 
gossip opeŶs up oppoƌtuŶiies foƌ the goǀeƌŶŵeŶt to eǆploit oƌ eǀeŶ Đƌeate 
disagƌeeŵeŶts aŶd teŶsioŶs ďetǁeeŶ aĐiǀists. EǀeŶ if the goǀeƌŶŵeŶt 
doesŶ’t use Ǉouƌ gossip to do daŵage, Ǉou ŵaǇ do that aŶǇǁaǇ; gossip ĐaŶ 
easilǇ lead to good aĐiǀists dƌoppiŶg out of ŵoǀeŵeŶts. OŶliŶe gossip ĐaŶ ďe 
espeĐiallǇ daŵagiŶg to iŶdiǀiduals aŶd ĐoŵŵuŶiies, aŶd ŵost issues that 
aƌise ǁithiŶ aĐiǀist ĐoŵŵuŶiies doŶ’t Ŷeed to ďe ďƌoadĐast to the puďliĐ aŶd 
the goǀeƌŶŵeŶt.  

 

Operate on a “Need to Know” Basis 

OŶlǇ shaƌe iŶfoƌŵaioŶ ǁith otheƌs that NEED“ to ďe kŶoǁŶ, aŶd oŶlǇ shaƌe 
the iŶfoƌŵaioŶ ǁith the people ǁho NEED to kŶoǁ it. AŶǇ fuƌtheƌ shaƌiŶg 
Đƌeates the uŶŶeĐessaƌǇ ƌisks of iŶfoƌŵaioŶ geiŶg shaƌed ǁith iŶfoƌŵaŶts, 
people ǁho ǁill sŶitĐh, aŶd people ǁho did Ŷot ǁaŶt the ƌespoŶsiďilitǇ of 
kŶoǁiŶg iŶfoƌŵaioŶ. Fuƌtheƌŵoƌe, ǁheŶ Ǉou aƌe shaƌiŶg seŶsiiǀe iŶfoƌ- 
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Level II: Detention 

If aŶ ofiĐeƌ ƌeasoŶaďlǇ suspeĐts Ǉou haǀe ďeeŶ iŶǀolǀed iŶ a Đƌiŵe, theǇ ŵaǇ 
detaiŶ Ǉou foƌ ƋuesioŶiŶg. You ŵust ideŶifǇ Ǉouƌself upoŶ ƌeƋuest at this 
leǀel ;Ŷaŵe, addƌess, D.O.B.Ϳ. IŶ ŵost states, Ǉou do Ŷot haǀe to pƌoduĐe aŶ 
ID Đaƌd uŶless Ǉou aƌe the dƌiǀeƌ of a ǀehiĐle. GiǀiŶg false iŶfoƌŵaioŶ is a 
Đƌiŵe. Do Ŷot ĐoŶseŶt to a seaƌĐh, ďut if the poliĐe haǀe pƌoďaďle Đause oƌ a 
ǁaƌƌaŶt ;ǁhiĐh Ǉou should ask to seeͿ, theǇ do Ŷot Ŷeed Ǉouƌ ĐoŶseŶt. But 
Ŷeǀeƌ ǀeƌďallǇ ĐoŶseŶt. Repeat: ͞I do Ŷot ĐoŶseŶt to this seaƌĐh.͟ PoliĐe ŵaǇ 
pat doǁŶ Ǉouƌ ĐlothiŶg if theǇ haǀe a ƌeasoŶaďle suspiĐioŶ that Ǉou aƌe ĐaƌƌǇ-
iŶg a ĐoŶĐealed ǁeapoŶ; do Ŷot phǇsiĐallǇ ƌesist ďut ŵake it Đleaƌ that Ǉou do 
Ŷot ĐoŶseŶt to aŶǇ fuƌtheƌ seaƌĐh. Do Ŷot talk to the poliĐe. “ay: ͞I iŶǀoke ŵy 
Fith AŵeŶdŵeŶt Right to ƌeŵaiŶ sileŶt. I ǁaŶt a laǁyeƌ.͟  PoliĐe aƌe alloǁed 
to lie to Ǉou, aŶd aŶǇthiŶg Ǉou saǇ ;as ǁell as Đoŵplete sileŶĐeͿ Đould ďe used 
agaiŶst Ǉou aŶd pƌoǀide the poliĐe ǁith pƌoďaďle Đause to aƌƌest Ǉou. DoŶ’t 
ƌuŶ aǁaǇ eǀeŶ if Ǉou ďelieǀe ǁhat is happeŶiŶg to Ǉou is uŶlaǁful; this ŵaǇ 
lead to Ǉouƌ aƌƌest aŶd iŶjuƌǇ. Reŵeŵďeƌ offiĐeƌs’ Ŷaŵes aŶd ďadge Ŷuŵ-
ďeƌs, aŶd ǁƌite doǁŶ eǀeƌythiŶg aďout the iŶĐideŶt as sooŶ as possiďle.  

 

Level III: Arrest 

Ask foƌ aŶ atoƌŶey iŵŵediately upoŶ ďeiŶg takeŶ iŶto Đustody. Repeat this 
deŵaŶd as oteŶ as ŶeĐessaƌy.  You haǀe the ƌight to ƌeŵaiŶ sileŶt—ǁait foƌ 
youƌ atoƌŶey ďefoƌe sayiŶg aŶythiŶg. IŶ ŵost ĐiƌĐuŵstaŶĐes, if Ǉou ƌefuse to 
pƌoǀide a Ŷaŵe aŶd addƌess ǁhile iŶ ĐustodǇ, Ǉou ǁill Ŷot ďe eligiďle foƌ ƌe-
lease oƌ a Đouƌt-appoiŶted atoƌŶeǇ. WithiŶ a ƌeasoŶaďle iŵe, the poliĐe 
ŵust alloǁ Ǉou to ŵake a phoŶe Đall to Ǉouƌ atoƌŶeǇ aŶd ŵaǇ Ŷot legallǇ lis-
teŶ to that Đall ;ďut assuŵe theǇ ǁill!Ϳ. Do Ŷot talk to felloǁ aƌƌestees ƌegaƌd-
iŶg the ĐiƌĐuŵstaŶĐes of the aƌƌest; Ǉou Ŷeǀeƌ kŶoǁ ǁho ŵight ďe listeŶiŶg/
ƌeĐoƌdiŶg oƌ if Ǉou’ƌe aĐtuallǇ talkiŶg to aŶ iŶfoƌŵaŶt oƌ uŶdeƌĐoǀeƌ oiĐeƌ. 
You ŵust ďe pƌoǀided adeƋuate ŵediĐal Đaƌe ǁhile iŶ ĐustodǇ. If you aƌe oŶ 
ŵediĐaioŶ, iŶfoƌŵ the jail of that faĐt iŵŵediately aŶd ƌepeatedly, iŶ 
ǁƌiiŶg if possiďle. If Ǉou haǀe dietaƌǇ ƌestƌiĐioŶs foƌ health oƌ ƌeligious ƌea-
soŶs, the jail ŵaǇ ďe ƌeƋuiƌed to pƌoǀide Ǉou ǁith alteƌŶaiǀe ŵeals. IŶfoƌŵ 
the jail of youƌ dietaƌy Ŷeeds as sooŶ as you aƌƌiǀe. If the jail fails to aĐĐoŵ-
ŵodate those Ŷeeds, ďegiŶ the gƌieǀaŶĐe pƌoĐess iŵŵediatelǇ. 
TƌaŶsgeŶdeƌed people haǀe the ƌight to ďe safe ǁhile iŶ ĐustodǇ. IŶfoƌŵ jail 
staf of issues of ĐoŶĐeƌŶ. 

 

What Happens Next? 

Eitheƌ ǁhile iŶ ĐustodǇ, oƌ shoƌtlǇ upoŶ Ǉouƌ ƌelease, Ǉou ǁill ďe ƌeƋuiƌed to 
appeaƌ iŶ Đouƌt foƌ aŶ aƌƌaigŶŵeŶt heaƌiŶg. Plead NOT GUILTY to all Đhaƌges. 
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3. Some states do not have any special Đhaƌges dealiŶg ǁith ƌail-
ƌoads oƌ tƌaiŶs, ďut ƌailƌoad pƌotests ŵaǇ sill atƌaĐt speĐial legal ateŶioŶ. 

 

IŶ Oregon, eŶteƌiŶg oƌ ƌeŵaiŶiŶg oŶ ƌailƌoad Ǉaƌds, tƌaĐks, ďƌidges, oƌ 
ƌights of ǁaǇ autoŵaiĐallǇ ĐoŶsitutes CƌiŵiŶal tƌespass iŶ the fiƌst de-
gƌee, a Class A  ŵisdeŵeaŶoƌ puŶishaďle ďǇ up to ϭ Ǉeaƌ iŶ jail aŶd/oƌ a 
iŶe of $ϲ,ϮϱϬ. 

 

IŶteƌfeƌiŶg oƌ oďstƌuĐiŶg the seƌǀiĐe of a ƌailƌoad, oƌ usiŶg, ƌeaƌƌaŶgiŶg, 
ŵaŶipulaiŶg, oƌ daŵagiŶg ƌailƌoad pƌopeƌtǇ autoŵaiĐallǇ ĐoŶsitutes 
CƌiŵiŶal ŵisĐhief iŶ the fiƌst degƌee, a Class C feloŶy, puŶishaďle ďǇ up to ϱ 
Ǉeaƌs iŶ pƌisoŶ aŶd/oƌ $ϭϮϱ,ϬϬϬ iŶe. 

 

Otheƌ “tates haǀe difeƌeŶt statutes oƌ laǁs, ŵake suƌe to ƌeseaƌĐh Ǉouƌ 
state laǁs. 

 

What we’ve seen so far in Railroad   
actions.  

• IŶ a seƌies of laďoƌ pƌotests iŶ ϮϬϭϯ at the Ŷeǁ EGT gƌaiŶ staioŶ iŶ 
LoŶgǀieǁ, WA, a stƌoŶg uŶioŶ toǁŶ, uŶioŶ ŵeŵďeƌs ďƌoke doǁŶ feŶĐes, 
ďloĐked tƌaiŶs aŶd eǀeŶ ƌeleased the gƌaiŶ Đaƌgo duƌiŶg theiƌ pƌotests. The 
ŵost ĐoŵŵoŶ Đhaƌges that ǁeƌe puƌsued agaiŶst the aĐiǀists ǁeƌe Cƌiŵi-
Ŷal Tƌespass aŶd OďstƌuĐiŶg oƌ delaǇiŶg tƌaiŶ ;see aďoǀeͿ. Most of the oth-
eƌ Đhaƌges ;suĐh as disoƌdeƌlǇ ĐoŶduĐt, oďstƌuĐiŶg a poliĐe oiĐeƌ, ŵali-
Đious ŵisĐhiefͿ ǁeƌe disŵissed, aŶd the otheƌs eŶded iŶ plea deals oƌ tƌials 
;ǁith soŵe juƌies ƌefusiŶg to iŶd guiltǇ ǀeƌdiĐtsͿ. PuŶishŵeŶts ŵostlǇ ĐoŶ-
sisted of ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ seƌǀiĐe aŶd iŶes. *“peĐial ƌules applǇ to uŶioŶ laďoƌ 
stƌuggles aŶd aĐioŶs. 

IŶ “epteŵďeƌ of ϮϬϭϯ aŶd Apƌil ϮϬϭϰ, ϱ to ϮϬ aĐiǀists iŶ Missoula, MT 
ďloĐked the path of a Đoal tƌaiŶ ďǇ staŶdiŶg Đlose eŶough to the tƌaĐks to 
ŵake it uŶsafe foƌ the tƌaiŶ to pass. TheǇ ǁeƌe giǀeŶ a ǁaƌŶiŶg to Đleaƌ the   
tƌaĐks aŶd told that those ǁho ƌeŵaiŶed ǁould ďe Đited. Those ǁho ǁeƌe 
Đited pƌiŵaƌilǇ faĐed Đhaƌges of tƌespass aŶd disoƌdeƌlǇ ĐoŶduĐt. The tƌaiŶ 
ǁas sloǁed, ďut it ǁas Ŷot stopped. 
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Note: Across the country, CƌiŵiŶal tƌespass ƌeŵaiŶs the ŵost Đoŵ-
ŵoŶ Đhaƌge foƌ aĐiǀists iŶǀolǀed iŶ ƌailƌoad aĐioŶs. Keep iŶ ŵiŶd that, as iŶ 
otheƌ tǇpes of aĐioŶs, pƌotesteƌs ŵaǇ also ďe Đhaƌged ǁith ĐƌiŵiŶal tƌespass, 
ĐƌiŵiŶal ŵisĐhief, disoƌdeƌly ĐoŶduĐt, oƌ puďliĐ ŶuisaŶĐe. 

PƌoďaioŶ teƌŵs & ƌesituioŶ aƌe ĐoŵŵoŶ puŶishŵeŶts foƌ Đliŵate jusiĐe 
aĐioŶs, ďut theǇ aƌe Ŷot oteŶ ƌepoƌted. 

 

Ports 

You should know: 

Poƌts aƌe ĐoŶsideƌed sepaƌate ŵuŶiĐipaliies Đhaƌteƌed ďǇ the state ;like a ĐitǇ 
oƌ a toǁŶͿ. Poƌt pƌopeƌtǇ is likelǇ eitheƌ oǁŶed ďǇ the poƌt ŵuŶiĐipalitǇ, a Đoƌ-
poƌaioŶ, oƌ pƌiǀate iŶdiǀiduals. “tate laǁ applies iŶ poƌts, ďut soŵe fedeƌal 
Đhaƌges ŵaǇ also applǇ ďeĐause poƌts aƌe ĐoŶsideƌed ĐƌiiĐal iŶfƌastƌuĐtuƌe of 
ĐoŵŵeƌĐe. Poƌts, like otheƌ ŵuŶiĐipal eŶiies, haǀe theiƌ oǁŶ poliĐe foƌĐes to 
iŶǀesigate aŶd eŶfoƌĐe laǁs ĐoŶĐeƌŶiŶg poƌt pƌopeƌtǇ, ǁhiĐh ŵaǇ iŶĐlude iŶ-
laŶd poƌt pƌopeƌtǇ. 

 

What are the 

risks? 

As ǁith ƌailƌoads, theƌe aƌe spe-
Đial state aŶd fedeƌal Đhaƌges 
that ŵaǇ ďe ďƌought agaiŶst pƌo-
testeƌs ĐoŶduĐiŶg aĐioŶs at 
poƌts. 
 

ϭ. Federal charges tǇpiĐallǇ iŶǀolǀe the use of ǀioleŶĐe, 
ďut ŵaŶy ŶoŶ-ǀioleŶt aĐioŶs ŵay faĐe seƌious Đhaƌges. Tǁo 
fedeƌal Đhaƌges aƌe ǁoƌth ŶoiŶg: 

• BoaƌdiŶg ǀessels ďefoƌe aƌƌiǀal ;ϭϴ U.“.C. § ϮϮϳϵͿ 

BoaƌdiŶg a ǀessel ďefoƌe it has ĐoŵpletelǇ ŵooƌed — that is, ďefoƌe it has 
Đoŵe to a ƌest at poƌt — is a Đƌiŵe. 

This is a Class B ŵisdeŵeaŶoƌ puŶishaďle ďǇ up to siǆ ŵoŶths iŶ pƌisoŶ aŶd/oƌ 
a iŶe. 

Photo: PoƌtlaŶd RisiŶg Tide 
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Know Your Rights 
 
What to Do When Interacting with the Police 
 

 

Basic Tips 

- You aƌe Ŷot alloǁed to lie to Đops, ďut theǇ aƌe alloǁed to lie to Ǉou ;aŶd 
Ǉou should eǆpeĐt theŵ to do soͿ.  

- Keep Ǉouƌ haŶds ǀisiďle aŶd doŶ’t ŵake ƋuiĐk ŵoǀeŵeŶts. 

- DoŶ’t go aŶǇǁheƌe ǁith a Đop uŶless Ǉou aƌe uŶdeƌ aƌƌest.  

- “taǇ iŶ ǁell-lit aƌeas aŶd ǁheƌe ǁitŶesses aƌe pƌeseŶt.  

- Assuŵe that Ǉou aƌe ďeiŶg ƌeĐoƌded ďǇ the Đop. 

- If possiďle, ƌeĐoƌd the Đop oƌ haǀe soŵeoŶe else do so. It is legal to ƌeĐoƌd 
Đops iŶ a puďliĐ plaĐe if Ǉou iŶfoƌŵ theŵ that Ǉou aƌe ƌeĐoƌdiŶg aŶd Ǉou 
aƌeŶ’t iŶteƌfeƌiŶg ǁith theiƌ ďusiŶess.  

- Be polite ďut iƌŵ aďout asseƌiŶg Ǉouƌ ƌights. 

 

The poliĐe iŶteƌfeƌe ǁith people’s ƌights iŶ thƌee disiŶĐt ǁaǇs: CoŶǀeƌsa-
ioŶ, DeteŶioŶ, aŶd Aƌƌest. IdeŶifǇ Ǉouƌ situaioŶ so Ǉou kŶoǁ Ǉouƌ ƌights, 
aŶd Ŷote that if a Đop giǀes Ǉou a ǁaƌŶiŶg oƌ aŶ oƌdeƌ aŶd Ǉou disƌegaƌd it, 
Ǉou ŵaǇ ďe aƌƌested. AŶythiŶg you say ĐaŶ aŶd ǁill ďe used agaiŶst you, 
so stay Đalŵ aŶd iŶ ĐoŶtƌol.  

 

Level I: Conversation 

PoliĐe ofiĐeƌs haǀe the ƌight to appƌoaĐh aŶd ask Ǉou ƋuesioŶs, ďut aďseŶt 
aŶǇ ƌeasoŶaďle suspiĐioŶ that Ǉou aƌe iŶǀolǀed iŶ ĐƌiŵiŶal aĐiǀitǇ, aŶ 
ofiĐeƌ ĐaŶŶot detaiŶ Ǉou. You do Ŷot haǀe to aŶsǁeƌ aŶy ƋuesioŶs. You 
do Ŷot haǀe to pƌoǀide ideŶiiĐaioŶ to aŶ ofiĐeƌ at this leǀel uŶless Ǉou 
aƌe dƌiǀiŶg a ŵotoƌ ǀehiĐle; this iŶĐludes ŶoŶ-U“ ĐiizeŶs. MiŶoƌs ;uŶdeƌ ϭϴ 
Ǉeaƌs of ageͿ do Ŷot haǀe to aŶsǁeƌ aŶǇ ƋuesioŶs ďǇ poliĐe uŶless a paƌeŶt 
oƌ atoƌŶeǇ is pƌeseŶt. DeteƌŵiŶe if Ǉou aƌe iŶ a Leǀel I situaioŶ ďǇ askiŶg if 
Ǉou aƌe fƌee to leaǀe. If you aƌe fƌee to leaǀe, leaǀe. 

 

“Am I being detained?” 
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IŶ Oregon, iŶteƌfeƌiŶg oƌ oďstƌuĐiŶg the seƌǀiĐe of a uilitǇ, oƌ usiŶg, ƌeaƌ-
ƌaŶgiŶg, ŵaŶipulaiŶg, oƌ daŵagiŶg uilitǇ pƌopeƌtǇ autoŵaiĐallǇ ĐoŶsitutes 
CƌiŵiŶal ŵisĐhief iŶ the fiƌst degƌee, a Class C feloŶy, puŶishaďle ďǇ up to ϱ 
Ǉeaƌs iŶ pƌisoŶ aŶd/oƌ $ϭϮϱ,ϬϬϬ iŶe. 

 

What we’ve seen so far in  
Utility actions. . . 
• IŶ Asheǀille, Noƌth CaƌoliŶa iŶ Feďƌuaƌy ϮϬϭϮ, GƌeeŶpeaĐe ŵeŵďeƌs Đliŵďed 
feŶĐes to aĐĐess a Pƌogƌess EŶeƌgǇ FaĐilitǇ, loĐked doǁŶ to eƋuipŵeŶt, aŶd 
huŶg a ďaŶŶeƌ fƌoŵ the top of aŶ iŶaĐiǀe sŵokestaĐk. “iǆteeŶ people ǁeƌe 
aƌƌested aŶd Đhaƌged ǁith tƌespass aŶd a feǁ ǁith ďƌeakiŶg aŶd eŶteƌiŶg.  
IŶ JulǇ ϮϬϭϮ, the Oakƌidge ϯ Đut thƌough thƌee feŶĐes at Y-ϭϮ NuĐleaƌ “toƌage 
FaĐilitǇ iŶ Oak Ridge, TeŶŶessee aŶd ǀaŶdalized the outside of a ďuildiŶg. TheǇ 
ǁeƌe Đhaƌged ǁith a ǀaƌietǇ of Đƌiŵes ďut ǁeƌe uliŵatelǇ ĐoŶǀiĐted of daŵ-
agiŶg ŶaioŶal defeŶse pƌeŵises ;see aďoǀeͿ. OŶe of the aĐiǀists, a ŶuŶ, ƌe-
Đeiǀed ϯ Ǉeaƌs iŶ pƌisoŶ. The tǁo otheƌs, ǁho had loŶgeƌ ĐƌiŵiŶal histoƌies, 
ǁeƌe seŶteŶĐed to ϱ Ǉeaƌs. 
 “oŵe of the GƌeeŶ “Đaƌe aĐiǀists ǁeƌe Đhaƌged ǁith ϭϴ U“C § ϭϯϲϲ 
;DestƌuĐioŶ of aŶ eŶeƌgǇ faĐilitǇͿ foƌ a saďotage aĐioŶ that toppled BoŶŶe-
ǀille Poǁeƌ AdŵiŶistƌaioŶ poǁeƌ liŶes iŶ DeĐeŵďeƌ ϭϵϵϵ. TheǇ ǁeƌe Ŷot ĐoŶ-
ǀiĐted of this Đƌiŵe ďeĐause plea deals ǁeƌe ŵade.  

 

Note: It’s ǁoƌth ƌepeaiŶg: iŶ addiioŶ to the Đhaƌges listed aďoǀe, pƌo-
testeƌs ŵaǇ faĐe tǇpiĐal aĐiǀist Đhaƌges suĐh as ĐƌiŵiŶal tƌespass, ĐƌiŵiŶal 
ŵisĐhief, disoƌdeƌly ĐoŶduĐt, oƌ puďliĐ ŶuisaŶĐe. 

         

Always remember that it’s hard to predict what 
charges prosecutors will ďƌiŶg. Just ďeĐause theǇ didŶ’t puƌsue a ĐeƌtaiŶ 
Đhaƌge this iŵe doesŶ’t ŵeaŶ theǇ ǁoŶ’t iŶ the futuƌe.  

UŶdeƌstaŶd ǁhat ĐoŶduĐt is illegal. 

ReĐogŶize that aĐioŶs suĐh as ŵakiŶg plaŶs, sĐouiŶg, thƌeateŶiŶg, 
ateŵpiŶg, aŶd ĐoŶveyiŶg false iŶfoƌŵaioŶ aƌe oteŶ Đoǀeƌed ďǇ the Đhaƌge. 

Do youƌ legal ƌeseaƌĐh iŶ adǀaŶĐe of aŶǇ poteŶial aƌƌest sĐeŶaƌio. 

Asseƌt youƌ Rights. 

 ϳ 

 

• DestƌuĐioŶ of ŶaioŶal-defeŶse ŵateƌials, ŶaioŶal-
defeŶse pƌeŵises, oƌ ŶaioŶal-defeŶse uiliies ;ϭϴ U.“.C. § 
ϮϭϱϱͿ 

We saǁ this oŶe uŶdeƌ ƌailƌoads, too. The Đhaƌge Đoǀeƌs iŶjuƌiŶg oƌ destƌoǇ-
iŶg ŶaioŶal-defeŶse ŵateƌial, pƌeŵises, oƌ uiliies, ǁhiĐh ĐaŶ iŶĐlude poƌt 
faĐiliies. You haǀe to haǀe the iŶteŶt to iŶjuƌe, iŶteƌfeƌe ǁith, oƌ oďstƌuĐt 
ŶaioŶal defeŶse. It’s also a Đƌiŵe to ateŵpt to do so. 

͞Mateƌials, pƌeŵises, aŶd uiliies͟ Đoǀeƌs doĐks, ǁhaƌǀes, pieƌs, ďƌidges, 
daŵs, ĐaŶals, loĐks, ďoats, oƌ ďuildiŶgs that Đould poteŶiallǇ ďe iŶǀolǀed iŶ 
ŵoǀiŶg defeŶse ŵateƌial oƌ tƌoops. 

This is a Class C feloŶy puŶishaďle ďǇ up to ϮϬ Ǉeaƌs iŶ pƌisoŶ aŶd/oƌ iŶes. 

 

2. State Charges are less common for poƌt aĐiǀitǇ. 
IŶ Washington, a Đhaƌge eǆists foƌ: 
 

• OďstƌuĐiŶg ŶaǀigaioŶ ;RCW ϴϴ.Ϯϴ.ϬϱϬͿ 

This Đhaƌge Đoǀeƌs oďstƌuĐiŶg the Ŷaǀigaďle poƌioŶ oƌ ĐhaŶŶel of a haƌďoƌ, 
ďaǇ, ƌiǀeƌ oƌ stƌeaŵ iŶ aŶǇ ǁaǇ. 

This is a ŵisdeŵeaŶoƌ puŶishaďle ďǇ a iŶe up to $ϯϬϬ. 
 

Note: soŵe states, like OƌegoŶ, do Ŷot haǀe aŶǇ speĐial Đhaƌges deal-
iŶg ǁith poƌts. But, agaiŶ, pƌotesteƌs ŵaǇ faĐe tǇpiĐal aĐiǀist Đhaƌges suĐh 
as ĐƌiŵiŶal tƌespass, ĐƌiŵiŶal ŵisĐhief, disoƌdeƌly ĐoŶduĐt, oƌ puďliĐ Ŷui-
saŶĐe. Also, if Ǉou eŶteƌ a ďoat oƌ ďuildiŶg ǁith the iŶteŶt to Đoŵŵit a 
Đƌiŵe, Ǉou ŵaǇ ďe Đhaƌged ǁith feloŶǇ ďuƌglaƌǇ. ReseaƌĐh the laǁs iŶ Ǉouƌ 
state. 

 

What we’ve seen so far in Port           
actions . . . 

• OŶ DeĐeŵďeƌ ϭϮ, ϮϬϭϮ, OĐĐupy aĐiǀists suĐĐessfully shut doǁŶ the Poƌt 
of PoƌtlaŶd. Theƌe ǁeƌe Ŷo Đhaƌges foƌ aĐiǀists at the shut-doǁŶ itself  
;otheƌs ǁeƌe aƌƌested aǁaǇ fƌoŵ the pƌotest site foƌ uŶƌelated ĐƌiŵesͿ. 
• Tǁo people loĐked doǁŶ to eƋuipŵeŶt aŶd delayed the depaƌtuƌe of 
Megaload shipŵeŶts at the Poƌt of Uŵailla oŶ DeĐeŵďeƌ Ϯ, ϮϬϭϯ ;oŶ iŶ-



 ϴ 

 

laŶd poƌt pƌopeƌtǇͿ. TheǇ faĐed Đhaƌges of disoƌdeƌlǇ ĐoŶduĐt. 

 The laďoƌ aĐioŶ desĐƌiďed aďoǀe uŶdeƌ Railƌoads took plaĐe oŶ poƌt pƌopeƌ-
tǇ oŶ poƌt laŶd iŶ LoŶgǀieǁ aŶd VaŶĐouǀeƌ, WA.  

 

Utilities 

You should know: 
 

Uiliies, puďliĐ uiliies, oƌ eŶeƌgǇ faĐiliies 
aƌe the iŶfƌastƌuĐtuƌe pƌoduĐiŶg oƌ tƌaŶs-
ŵiiŶg eŶeƌgǇ to the puďliĐ, oƌ the Đoŵpa-
Ŷies that oǁŶ suĐh iŶfƌastƌuĐtuƌe. EleĐtƌiĐitǇ, 
gas, oil, ǁateƌ, aŶd seǁage aƌe all uiliies. 
Although usuallǇ pƌiǀatelǇ oǁŶed, uiliies 
eŶjoǇ speĐial legal pƌoteĐioŶs ďeĐause of 
theiƌ iŵpoƌtaŶĐe to the geŶeƌal puďliĐ. 

 

What are the risks? 

Theƌe aƌe speĐial fedeƌal Đhaƌges that ŵaǇ 
ďe ďƌought agaiŶst pƌotesteƌs iŶteƌfeƌiŶg 
ǁith uiliies. 

 

1. Federal charges tǇpiĐallǇ iŶǀolǀe the use of ǀioleŶĐe, 
ďut ŵaŶy ŶoŶ-ǀioleŶt aĐioŶs ŵay faĐe seƌious Đhaƌges. Fedeƌal Đhaƌges iŶ-
Đlude: 

 

• DestƌuĐioŶ of aŶ eŶeƌgy faĐility ;ϭϴ U.“.C. § ϭϯϲϲͿ 
CoŶtƌaƌǇ to its Ŷaŵe, this Đhaƌge Đoǀeƌs ŵoƌe thaŶ just ͞destƌuĐioŶ.͟ It’s also 
a Đƌiŵe to daŵage a faĐilitǇ iŶǀolǀed iŶ the pƌoduĐioŶ, stoƌage, tƌaŶsŵissioŶ, 
oƌ distƌiďuioŶ of eŶeƌgǇ, oƌ to ateŵpt to do so. This iŶĐludes pipeliŶes, 
ǁhetheƌ oƌ Ŷot theǇ aƌe uŶdeƌ ĐoŶstƌuĐioŶ oƌ opeƌaioŶal. 

If this daŵage Đauses a sigŶiiĐaŶt iŶteƌƌupioŶ iŶ the faĐilitǇ’s pƌoduĐioŶ ;oƌ 
if Ǉou Đause oǀeƌ $ϭϬϬ,ϬϬϬ iŶ daŵageͿ, this is a Class C feloŶy puŶishaďle ďǇ 
up to ϮϬ Ǉeaƌs iŶ pƌisoŶ aŶd/oƌ a iŶe. 
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It’s a Class E feloŶy puŶishaďle ďǇ up to ϱ Ǉeaƌs iŶ pƌisoŶ aŶd/oƌ a iŶe if Ǉou 
Đause up to $ϱ,ϬϬ iŶ daŵages aŶd Ŷo sigŶiiĐaŶt iŶteƌƌupioŶ. 

Note: this Đhaƌges applies eveŶ to faĐiliies that aƌe Ŷot fuŶĐioŶal — eitheƌ 
uŶdeƌ ĐoŶstƌuĐioŶ oƌ of-liŶe. 

 

• DestƌuĐioŶ of ŶaioŶal-defeŶse ŵateƌials, ŶaioŶal-
defeŶse pƌeŵises, oƌ ŶaioŶal-defeŶse uiliies ;ϭϴ U.“.C. § 
ϮϭϱϱͿ 

We saǁ this iŶ the ƌailƌoad aŶd poƌts seĐioŶs. The Đhaƌge Đoǀeƌs iŶjuƌiŶg oƌ 
destƌoǇiŶg ŶaioŶal-defeŶse ŵateƌial, pƌeŵises, oƌ uiliies. You haǀe to haǀe 
the iŶteŶt to iŶjuƌe, iŶteƌfeƌe ǁith, oƌ oďstƌuĐt ŶaioŶal defeŶse. It’s also a 
Đƌiŵe to ateŵpt to do so. 

͞Mateƌials, pƌeŵises, aŶd uiliies͟ iŶĐludes eleĐtƌiĐ plaŶts, liŶes, gas ŵaiŶs, 
pipes, poles, ďuildiŶgs, oƌ stƌuĐtuƌes supplǇiŶg eŶeƌgǇ to ŶaioŶal defeŶse 
pƌeŵises oƌ aƌŵed foƌĐes. Theƌe aƌe lots of ŶaioŶal defeŶse pƌeŵises aŶd 
lots of aƌŵed foƌĐes, so this iŶĐludes a lot of uiliies. 

This is a Class C feloŶy puŶishaďle ďǇ up to ϮϬ Ǉeaƌs iŶ pƌisoŶ aŶd/oƌ iŶes. 

 

• CƌiŵiŶal peŶalies foƌ daŵagiŶg a pipeliŶe oƌ 
faĐility ;ϰϵ U.“.C. § ϲϬϭϮϯͿ 

DaŵagiŶg oƌ destƌoǇiŶg aŶ iŶteƌstate gas oƌ hazaƌdous liƋuid pipeliŶe faĐilitǇ, 
oƌ a pipeliŶe used iŶ iŶteƌstate ĐoŵŵeƌĐe — ŵeaŶiŶg it ŵust Đƌoss a state 
liŶe, ǁhiĐh ŵost pipeliŶes do — is a Đƌiŵe. So is ateŵpiŶg to do so. 

This is a Class C feloŶy puŶishaďle ďǇ up to ϮϬ Ǉeaƌs iŶ pƌisoŶ aŶd/oƌ iŶes. 

 

2. States may not have special charges dealiŶg ǁith uiliies. Re-
seaƌĐh Ǉouƌ state’s laǁs. 
 

Hoǁeǀeƌ, iŶ Washington, ĐausiŶg aŶ iŶteƌƌupioŶ oƌ iŵpaiƌŵeŶt iŶ uilitǇ 
seƌǀiĐe ďǇ phǇsiĐallǇ daŵagiŶg oƌ taŵpeƌiŶg ǁith uilitǇ pƌopeƌtǇ autoŵaiĐal-
lǇ ĐoŶsitutes MaliĐious ŵisĐhief iŶ the fiƌst degƌee, a Class B feloŶy puŶisha-
ďle ďǇ up to ϭϬ Ǉeaƌs iŶ pƌisoŶ aŶd a iŶe of $ϮϬ,ϬϬϬ. 
CausiŶg a suďstaŶial ƌisk of suĐh iŶteƌƌupioŶ oƌ iŵpaiƌŵeŶt ďǇ daŵagiŶg oƌ 
taŵpeƌiŶg ǁith uilitǇ pƌopeƌtǇ autoŵaiĐallǇ ĐoŶsitutes MaliĐious ŵisĐhief 
iŶ the seĐoŶd degƌee, a Class C feloŶy puŶishaďle ďǇ up to iǀe Ǉeaƌs iŶ pƌisoŶ 
aŶd a $ϭϬ,ϬϬϬ iŶe. 
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