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our eyes in combat.” This
emphasis on the act, without
attachment to its outcomes, is
one of the aspects of nihilism

that has made it such a puzzling
force for other anarchists. Critics

of nihilism see this sort of
emphasis on jouissance and
negation as simply a form of
indulgent retreat into the realm
of personal experience,
“because it hurts too much to
hope for the improbable, to

imagine a future we can'’t believe
in.” While this critique has some

merit, I think it largely misses
the strength of the nihilist
position and the beauty of
jouissance. Whatever we may
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chose to do with it, however
strategic, ambitious, or
optimistic we may feel, our
understanding of why we resist
can still be solidly rooted in a
place of jouissance. I think the
nihilist position leaves space
for victories, while still
recognizing that our capacity
to win is quite different from
our commitment to liberatory
action. Even when we run out
of optimistic rhetoric and
inspiring stories, our lives can
still be oriented against the
grain of society. Even from a
place of utter hopelessness, we
can still find the jouissance in
our bodies to attack. Once
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again, the CCF insist that
“what really counts is the
strength we feel every time
we don’t bow our heads, every
time we destroy the false
idols of civilization, every
time our eyes meet those of
our comrades along illegal
paths, every time that our
hands set fire to the symbols
of Power. In those moments
we don’t ask ourselves: ‘Will
we win? Will we lose?’ In
those moments we just fight.”
Jouissance is that which
animates resistance for its
own sake so that even if we
have no future, we can still
find life today.
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JOUISSANCE

The Nihilistic Act
of Eecstatic
Uncivilized Revolt




