in their own tongue:
bats'i' k'op zapatista
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Many of us are more or less familiar with this story.
The Zapatistas themselves have released thousands of
compuniqués explaining each step of their now
nearly “24 years of above-ground struggle. It is
natural to take these words and judge them according
to our own frameworks of guerrilla warfare and
national revoelutions; to read words like 'justice' and
'peace)y and think that they are saying the same thing
that cougtless revolutionaries have said before
them. However, when we read the words of the
Zapatistas, we are receiving a translation of a
language with fundamentally different precepts than
our own (whether Spanish or English).

We are familiar with the figure. of the late
Subcommander Marcos (rebirthed 3in 2014 as
Subcommander Galeano) and his pipe.

. ) It is common for
anarchists to mark him as a vanguardist guerrilla
leader and judge the otherwise entirely indigenous
movement for placing a Dblue-eyed mestizo
intellectual from the city at its forefront. However,
understanding the role that SubMarcos played and
why it has been necessary can help us understand our
_own relationship to the Zapatistas.
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move (frent Dylan's nctes)

. " o,
mi chist 1o A gallcacal
Gis it geing. to vainn ts afterncern?
i }%:iayggchi nax ia awavsl
2 a tot

slept atot (N (35¢ mght
k96&( you sleep well 135t night?

talxa j0'— it’s about to vain (tatel=tocome)
ceme dlready rain

X3 = in. Spanish ‘ya’ whiclh transtates 4s alre-
ady or now depending on the context

j3y' pe’j on el 3vijabi

i?—w\é Pr—u%_r-u; ng tu‘%',s' tree. BAs J't%ab_t"l'

Many fruigs cados Hair

QMW Miany avecados grew in the tree this yen?

* when saying how many, one uses the prefix ‘jay’ with a
different ';?.L-Fﬁ'x d"epefl.ddng. on the ¢lass @ Vobyects

being referred to %;q': round fruits,Pok:outfits, -teK:
0

plants w/ large roots,-jLilk:soft, Ligat things)
Some Common phyvases

Jechun ewk: me t0o

Mi jechot euk: yeu to0?

ML jech euk: ev too?

Jayim jajabilal: how old are yeu?
Kust chapas: what are you doing?

K'usi chapasik: wihat are yeu atl doing?
Muw jna: T don' t knew

Ok’omto: see e tonorron

K'usi yan:what else?

Kotaval: thanks

KolavaLik :Hranks (to more than one person)
Koliyal: thanks (to tewn)

SK'on xaL: that's to say-..

xjulta §'4ol:anrives inmy head (I rememioer)
va'en,e/ij g0 What? ((n conversation)

Originally inhebiting the fertile lowlands, the
Mayan peoples were pushed up intd the rocky
highlands by colonial powers and wealthy
landowners. As the settler population increased, the
landowners encroached on the highlands, displacing
indigenous campesinos from their collectively held
ejido land and forcing them into debt-slavery on
massive ranches and plantations. In the 1950s,
displaced and landless campesinos were forced by the
government into the previously sparsely inhabited
Lacandon Jungle. Tens of thousands of starving
indigenous peoples created new communities deep in
the jungle, carving out lives on the thin, infertile
soil.

I AN \

=S VB i NNy
A1l of this is to illustrate a distinct strategy
of government repression and attempted
extermination of indigenous peoples. In contrast to
most Native American peoples in the so-called USA,
who were forced off of their ancestral lands and onto
reservations where they could be surveilled and
controlled by the colonial government as if in open
air prisons, the indigenous peoples of Chiapas were
pushed further and further outside the margins of
civilization in an attempt to push them out of
existence entirely. Rather than  forecing
assimilation in order to disappear cultures, the
Mexican government made assimilation impossible in
an attempt to also make survival impossible.

Obviously, they wére unsuccessful.




(231 op 91 Wie)) opos, 31 WEN AT =
o i L eyt 1asedt UMple: EFUAAS

9%{4 uel  4ng

S wern _F_ I _UED
139 87 ey mEp X AXTW TR -y
nbnys  / do wWied umokh MuISU0D  meb

dovseds ©3 29 ©F ue, eAfYd
o3 wawwos MR 0} Yumaaa 0
BoAS Tewmel B3 UeIng - AXOW :g

anoh
29 02 hjunwwod ¥ W0 I

o1 2Wo ue?
exsnedez URAS Jewmif B3 83 IX X T -V
:2nB0101p NewWs Y

W1 gx
Y1
- mm> qJA é f>mx T

YL

S
" @34 UMOU + OJdA <VX>7"X L
L

1QIALPISULAG

(vBbrurs ameft, se pagelSueay 27
ueo yorym (doyseds) spgbnns g 02 diysuo o124
22Y S$2A0XR 07 wAeF uemBuns uosred pung
pasn T 0S ‘@ysnedez e o) Bumeads sem T ‘28

STy UT “dIUSUOFBI2A TY2 2PNToUI IS SUTOU 118)

Sogbmugs eaﬁﬁede‘z_ 2} M99 M 2M PNOd
»gbnuss . \ jnog, __(;9;1& Pmo
sspedezdoMsed s B3 Wg fodoy X AX I %0

Reh X
71 ex

03 <mm> gA2A <3 x> mx
nun Ix

22snoy _meh W2

n 2)8 _:L_ PMoo
eud o P3 T X AX W :x2

X
UNOU+ B} + OUOA < ox > X U
X

1A ISURPL[ UL

[ @ 29° 20 03-NX)

*UOT3NTOARI JO BUTPURGSIIPUN ITSY) JO UOTIBITUTT OUI
SeA 3ZTTBSJI 03 8WBd UOOS L3Y3 ‘UOTIBTSUBRIY JO SNSST
UB SB MBS }SILJ SOTIBUOTINTOADL PIIBRINPI-AJTEISATUN
Y3} IBUM SPJIOM J3UYR0 PUTLT 03 SABY NOZ *pUE}sJIapuUn
JUCp 8M, °WIY] PTOF SITNINI JTaY3 Spaom pIsy
ay3 xeads nog, :patquny ATHotnb azem Layy ¢Surstadn
TBUOTIBU pawmIe JITaY] I0F NTIJ @yl Jo Jutm juesead
8 ojuT aTdoad snousItput ayj azTuUBsIO 03 sedeTyy JO
aT3un{ ay3 03 JWBD SISTXJIB) SWES 9EOYJ UM $ISASMOY
*S0LET U3 Sutanp a38js ayy £q paysTnSuTIxe LT84BT
SBM YOTUA uoTieztusiao LxejrTruw-TeotyrTed ® S3Uoay
UOT]BJISQTT TEBUOTIEN) NTJ 93U} JO sIsquawm ‘sIapunoy
02fyseuw S3T JO SUTITIO JSTXIB) 8y} 03 svystiedsy
aY3 o2omnpax 03 3dwsjje ¢AYQBINOCABY IO ATTEOTITIO
Joujaya  ‘ayTTe SISTYYST PuB  SISTUSJIBUR  AUBp

*WOJF SOWOD JUIWSAOU BysTI8dRZ OY)

- 9I9UYM ST STYJ, *3489Y 8Y] 03 UOTIBTSI UT poojsIapun

ST FUTUYIAIOAD SI8UYM PUB JOYJOW JINO ST YIBD 93

aIaUM ‘IdUqouB dUO 0} 3}BTAJ A[renanu oym sjzoafqns
axe sduteq TTe aI9ym o3endueT B ‘paom anIy oYy
doy (r,8%8g -UT3T.I0 aWBS S SABY ‘JUSIFITP AIaA mOU
y3noyy ¢sedendueT 859U} JO TIY °*SIoTIIBq 288ndueT
puB £aIN3TNO JUIIJITP 650108 sadustasdxe JTaYyg
FurjeTax pue aTSUN{ aY3 UT SATAINS 03 MOY SUTUIRST
¢191{19309% S9TITUNWWOD MU TN ‘Usuwom LTIBTNOTYIRd
‘wely pue ‘TeqoTofo], ‘Toyp ‘emboz  fTeyTezZy
éTreq08], Jo sxexeadg *Tre 98 ystuedg Aue axods maJ
AxsA pue sFendurt usdvy B aods TTe ‘rotud sapsoep
ay3 ut sTdun{ syy o3 paaoum oym ardoad Sunok Ly 3som
su3 Jo *3utstadn wysTiedez peeT dU3 UT JupjBUTWMO
‘azTuedao 04 usSaq ar3un{ ayy og pooerdstp stdoad
SNOUIBTPUT aY3 ‘PapuUajuUT SBAM S8 N0 FUTApP JO pesjsul



‘L ‘o LK.
H G2 chan xopik jeukenk
C)Z:n) (command)
Yes you can. Come leam with us!
A: Kolaval

thank yeul

more sample sentences

try copying them out and translating them
yourself using the vocap List/notes.

K'usi P
L> il #"“ (el ‘3\\ %ur (.pwuré0
what do Yo want to do in yeur lives?

fWhen wyeu have +wo consecutive Verbs in g sentence,
Yot must be conjugated (chakanik chapasi k)

taj Wan Kan fgjchan JPULL Wuchaal bagse

I wenf' m lie the True

vinika z
mikantse ik -ta % balunml xclu \.&.K

elders wortd

i‘jJQhL k’usba tr__yts'akbat jgégu%%phl&

continue
l-)I want to leam wisdom like +he traduf-lonat
elders From across the world ana lLeant how
to continue mstmgg&

Kan t
ta;omn &yﬁbg taJLJ._m 1—,,m—L,, 2%

acc,cmpan
L)Iwanf to bulld family and ledvrn. how to
dccompany. my community in the stvuggle to
change the world.
these phrases are Way WSS chieSy iy hgts” Kop, T swearl

SL__Q taj Jelku osum]mz
é;ig—/ the earth

/ “Move than the vedistribution of weslth
or the expropristun of the means of
production,” Marcos Says, “the revilution
began to be the pos:abzlzty for d human

.;\ bewng to have @ space forc{@ |
VIZAS, : .».‘ : :

e \ N\ 7 ) \\/ M)
1y < ._ o 7 - .

rﬂ‘”"

# They stopped ta.lking and learned to listen.

We, as comrades, need to do the same. Before
professing to understand the Zapatista movement or
placing it in historical schemas in which it does not

belong, to comprehend what they are really fighting
for and why their steps have followed the path that
they have, we must attempt to see the movement on its
own terms, in its own world. As insurrectionary
anarchists who believe in the generalization of
uncontrollability, we often talk about the
importance of making ourselves incomprehensible to
the state. We reject their gender markers, their
social contracts and family units. Our leaderless
struggles based on true affinity and joy are beyond
the understanding of the state, as well as the parties
and the unions of the Left. Yet it is difficult for us
to believe that a struggle could be incomprehensible
not only to them, but to us.
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B: XU’ Lachan xchiuk

45  you (garn W th us.

&5 (command) ' |

Yes you can. Come lean with US|
A: Kolaval

thank yeul!

more sample Sentences
try copying them out and transla ting them

yourself using the vocap List/nates.

K’usi cha k'sni ik t34 lejal
waeer SR KANIK Chapas LK 14 53 Kuxie
a‘foq (ot “_(a\'\ %u_r_ C?wa\)

L)’ x CpLares)
what do You want to do in yeur livess

fWhen yeu have +wo consecutive verbs in a sentence,
ot must be conjugared (chak’anii chapasik)

t8j Kan ’rg;cg;gngag%t k'ucha'al bats'c

T want sdom. Like the true
Mikantse +iK 1 alunmal Xchiuk
vins eg?rss f %m% b w%lrml and

tai / €3ajts’
t3jchan Kusba TJ"‘S akbal
‘-)I want to leam wisdom Lilke +he trgc?iﬁonat

continue
elders from across the world ana ledmt low
to continue the Struggle

K +a1i ! L xchy
ta) kan tajvaen wutskalal xoriuk

» o8 wéant

tajchan g jchi/in 4 ask’

-4 ;mn wusbe tgichi/n 3,—}%@9@5%
en i i - i1,

L>Iwarw to build family and ledvn how to

accompany. my- communtty. in the struggle to

change the worly. .

these phrases are Way WSS cheeSy iy hats” Kop, T swearl

> 1

wanted to make this zine because I had so many notes
of my own and thought it would be useful to have a
briefer and easily reproducible introduction to
Bats'i’ k'op Zapatista, but everyone should get their
hands on Dylan’s incredible book ‘Autonomy is in Our
Hearts’ when it is published by PM Press.}i

ce readers to
stop being critical of certain aspects of the
Zapatista movement, such as their engagement with
the Mexican Left, or of other indigenous movements
that are often cast as above critique merely for being
indigenous. It is not the objective of the Zapatistas,
including the education promoters at Oventic, to
mystify or shield their movement from Judgement.
Actually, they have continuously made space for
anyone who fights against ecapitalism and
neoliberalism to share their opinions and proposals
for .forms of struggle, no matter how painfully
oblivious. However, if we continue to cling to and
engage from our colonial subjectivities and
cosmologies, we will remain incapable of learning
from, teaching, and walking with the Zapatistas.
Their prolific and readily available communiqués
alone present us with the rare opportunity of
stepping into their world and being shaped by their
struggle. But this step is not an easy one for with it
2 world trembles at its core and, if struck with
enough force, rugkures.
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K000 Yuk {chi'iltak
%:m‘s(}%f_"‘[? %&]—wmr‘m ‘%"“

past of e intransitives
LI

changing the prefix changes
LA (+vexb Y‘oot) vVerb te pgégt- tense

- eXamptes:
i ' Chaivit xchi” ] chankuti
L gt et 10 SAAE el g
< S\‘;EL . batsi’ il. Litlin yuw'un lZaxLan
sventg ba oxil. Lt
abo:t Gue L Budé:im T getagy uat the city
poxil xchi'uK lajnop Kusba taj jel tiK.
\_medéccm and IVHeght how gr&w

e

these examples include ot intvansi-tive

and transitive veros because ¥ey come
from my homewovk while &t the .&n ge.
school. ChecK the sectiont on Hransitive ve-
s 10 flgure out these Sentences.

L Keojin Xchi'uk fcggeﬁeg. {chan pats't’
{%‘L Ksang.n Cz}}"x e togolese op&)@mmw,\ )Y'-Le
the

\_g%} Xchi'uk Kaxian K/op

and () City word

transitive verps

* Kanel- to want # 'Lel-to hear/ feel/unde-
rstand (takes form for
vevbs that stavt w/ a vowel)

TA K K

J T XK
TA?KB“ Ku xt<>a o <Kvm&
CHA K XAY l K
v X ®

ex: Taj K eSuttal . .
T vﬁ?tp Q%! refvmt%% ex:mL XU 1!‘6’!. _%t .
OVMﬁK, C covld T T tisten 1o ye
9 could I listen to gou?

)
I want to comg lback to (mi xu + ver = could I)

7 ( entence
Oventik -3l vevos in {';0554

Al lar mmin®.a

To the Mayan people, time is a continuum, with the
past constantly resurfacing and no notion of
foreclosed future possibilities. The caracol, the
snail that moves slowly forward, the conch that calls
the community to gather, the shell, puly, that
represents entering the heart.

The past (ech'emxa) is the
time that has passed

the future (sk'anto) is the
time that is coming

Whal we're
missing new,

Whe KESwS wagt
Wil happeit.

"71; O / s Y,

\ el ) PR
Fuang, one cf +he

education promoters

at Oventic lanauaq :
ce n%;ne%t %ﬂefx r3l! Fheng edvcgtien prometers and

net teachers o bredk from the student/77acher
’ legrner(’edu'cdforj :/whotam’pj.

To isolate individual moments in Zapatista history,
including the current ones, and critique them
without a sense of past or future context is to crush
their spiraling world onto a flat surface. Not only is
this an imposition of colonial time and history, but
it prevents us from appreciating the true spirit of

their steps.
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Numbers are in units of twenty (because we each
have twenty). Twenty is one man (jun vinik).
Larger numbers require borrowing from more

men.

43-OXI'M YOX VINIK

re nird
“Phree A

(Fom )
2. men (20+20) plus 3 from
he third man =43

20 72 - OXLATJUNE'M XCHAN VINIK

'H'll rteent LErom Hnl.) man

32-LAJCHE'M XCHA VINIK

twelve (trom )

a5 - :rﬁA; AJ’UNE'[:\ §_9 VINIK
fteen (mmw)
(anti)-possessive

1o haVve (tuis verb does not exist)

subiect with whomp I an velatin
L> the other '] alL nouns must be embedd

5 33.- wu‘mn a rel.ahonsh,;P
H 1A s ttak =houses
é 5 (how SP-) & prefix+ noun (4—3u.FFtX]

TNA= my house TINATIK=0UR house (exclusive)
JANA= wr house  INAKUTIK=0uR house (inclusive)

SNA=Wis/her house JANAIK= Your house (plural)
SNAIK= their house (plural)

S AT o TS
3'& ANTS
{(wWoman) YANTSIK

oy ligjantak ta jn__. ssakil na'ik ta slum
W gt inmyhose f%ww n Q%ﬂ%’lk
QI gp ang:t Htj !S they navg a8 Whire house tnc:t‘;aur

hevse 3 communt ty.

m °__'¢ =/ Oyun ta Oventik xchi'uk jehi'iltak
we have many houses

Tam in Oventix  "™ith g comnsde S

#uFeart @en)é iLS pot m{nlg(cﬂmlw)

: ¢ in our hearts”
autavw#u

wmumboL of the outenomeus
Caimal autonamous, h’w.nlf,lpnﬂttla(,
Ricarde Flores Mageén, Carace TIL
" La Garucha
In Bats’i’ k'op the heart is the origin of everything.
Instead of asking ‘how are you? and receiving a
superficial response, it is common in Tsotsil and
Tzeltal communities to ask “how is your heart?”

u*‘ gonl  [Kwxi joy odon]

w.s your  heart

#hen someone asks this, it is
understood that their intention
comes from their heart, meaning that

3t 38 completely genuine, and the
response, in kind, mustcome from the’
heart. When asked how your heart is in Bats’i’ k'op,

you can not lie.

N 0-
\m\(°° v Vo 01\

% a (jwn Koon] ﬁ
ong "ﬂhtuf
o
is m)

If you respond I count my heart) then the person who
asked you the question helps you to identify the
pieces and gathers the community to resolve the
issue, making the heart whole again. The state of the
heart is not individual, but collective. It is not

[chk mg k‘o’on] '




~393a8T 93 JO 3aed st dnoad

JaTTeWs U3 YotTya uy dtysuotyerad LxequamaTdwod B8 13138
anq ‘2AT3O9TO0 193a8T 93 JO UOTENTOXS IO uotyesoddo

ue ssaadXa 30U S20P MTIN,0f *SITITUNWWOD STATIThW

Jo Arquesss J193I8T B UTYJTA LJTUNTWWOD SUO aTduexa J0¥
¢§3rt3e3m,of) am Texsusd axouw v pue (YTIn0f) as oTJToads axouw
B 68 POOJSJISPUN J3333q 3q UBD 38Y3J UOTIOUTISTP © ssaadxe
03 535 TN3UTT £q PAsN SWI] 3YJ SIB JATSNTOXI/IATSNTIU] &

(3rruta unf) N.0LL -02 WaNALYT -0T
WIANACYINQTVE —6T  (NALYES) WINQTIVE -6
WANACYDIVXVA -8T  (IVXVAX) WDIVXVA -8

WANALYDIOL -LT (IALS) WIniare -4
WANNLVIIVA -9T (MVAS) W.IDIVA -9
NANNLYIVE —-ST (0£8) WO.0f -3
WANOLYINVHD -%T (NVHOX) W.INVHO -%
WANQLYTIXO ST X0X) W.IXO ¢
WAHOLYT -2T VHOX) W.IHO -2
WaHONING -TT NOr -T

W 7 e e SJaoquinu

2019 Ays w
s ~ M ') 1eNI «—Vyl
& : :ﬁ SPIEWA R (e3um)  NIWOS—YPS
bﬂlq

(P24) 12(ps) «—08 ]

7 (MeR) Jeue M U0

//(anzq/umtg) 1exeh —YOR
SAT309(pe UB SB pasn UIYM

SWIOISUBIY UTIOU B SB Pasn JOTOO ay],

%« SU013d [J9SSP «1010D

lemA jexen

—

o g 1 \ jé?o o':g
. B 0% an,of paIapuom — .
18010 o -ynx0,0F A [y - e

oA -30,0f

2Msnx2 am-ynn,of
I-wn,of

L2Msnppw am -Yyeym of

worhg-,. " 5m, 2413237700 0 ha
ssa23od 53 A0 S WAVUL M 3ao2 13415 g PUD -3 X1 Faad 13k 211y M (MQ,0)
ffﬁﬁaw ﬁfj(.xﬂw ,,%,"?"ﬁ Ss;amw’fG Ezfs-»araa ynStAwAs u! IAISS 35590 Wf;;ai
S M) 08 Pa5SASSodd buivg M3 SM0) 08 23S53550d T T AV ASUIS vpnl
i3y 14 1A02U |DIIL6 O 0k 250D S1ut w (U013 DIE 21319205 UsL TN HCLs
RN B il T F0E DUIUIIM0 S MM 1oV TBAN2S 30 2 S nnitaa
TS puo 2215 Wi SEIMbaNB suoaw WM Jurgwdsiog v bunng
SPAOM Aot IA1552550d Mosaad ¢ 23 3) -5 X1324d M TVIMVIIME MY, ik
' 204 J0° U1 -0}
Ao N} pue
3 ne'ra
PUMA S} Y19 M) PUBBLIPUWIN B W 9% A

Teay ‘puejsiepun ‘ueisTL fTSTV.
deng sPomyo Suuyrtacs
.07, 4. SUTOINzS Shrosy stk
' 198103 09 tTTUO,0 BY TRAB,UD

A%/
1 muUAn0b np o) 200 $Mauards py O 2 A
“Up syad aarpdaomp v ‘masiad oo v WW oy

IT.ITde peq v JO 3183 ® sy 8ys/aY 10,04 fnynd for,

s ‘3&’]'““ M
'ﬁ’mmwgﬂd Neorehan 10 WM uetrad v *‘ﬁ'}kﬁw%ﬂ
9189y TTBWS B 991 8Ys/aY :uo,04 31.X1q [0,
i LrarN
WYVe N T YTas
()
3%Qq ST (3(T3UO,03) 3IBSY JNO 58 ST TSURIY AT[BITT
3T 9nq Jfedoy aAvy oA, SUBSU $HTIUO,0X TN,INWE
DAsom w3 vy o}
1Y Ym WM 63 -JRYuse 0 1aWK.0
: [*3IB9Y SJITIUD ay3 YjTa JFuryjeswos op 03
“{ATAToR LuB ‘oI TT ‘XaoM 0%) 3IBRY 9ATT 03 susow sSTYL
*3183Y 03 ‘IBUOZBIOD ‘WJIOJ QIdA UT 183y a3 -TAUTO,0

(oo Wt Ruoruawmed uiam) |

~(U0,0) 3I83Y 3Y3 JO £ITTBIIUSD OTASTNIUTT

8y3 eogeJjsuouwsp 98y} sesesyd pUB SUWIS} JOYIO
)] Q @

ATTeuosIad nok jouduy

jou op £La3yjy Jt usasd ‘swayqoxd Futavy agw LyTUnWWOD
Y3 uT sI3Y30 uaym ,uo,0y unf, puodsax o3 TewWIOU



H e S, All of these phenomens, or ‘thoughts/feelings’ as they

are understood in Bats'i’ k'op, emanate from the
inherent potentiality of the heart known as ‘ch’ulel’
Tana: Yes to an offering, proposal...etc. Often translated as ‘soul’ or ‘spirit’), ch’ulel is the
Ja's it is, yes it is sacred potentiality that resides in each of our

Jech: that’s correct, certain hearts.
Ja' jech: It’s 1like that .

basic greet ll’lgS

CF‘ | G uhiv
te7r w@“‘ «70\:? Lioger

Oy: There is (Hay, third person of the verb ‘to be’)

\\étOusn S s S
l a0 Wity " Ay, RN RN .
TS 1o mufg‘w e - e \mwdm
-k.\Q' o Co ,ih‘-’ Q'r Wity
et ,O_\ ed rec-

v
*

nlS’( ngéme
be Cmm aren
. zuk‘?“’o ‘«D'”uo: ed. Pum . an{'j@w

YUy 4 0t o save our f“ ute!

S i ey, ,“Qf e o2 (n the SO u%fe
the cly “LZCOSOf the C‘E%&/Z%f;”&
- 54370 50y tha 0
sl?‘fwm ld ‘ Wj

Ny
1\

(lel)
0“;\ \:@

\

’

@ }?’/ze MQWY)QC)gzl g
/é’ er be oS l(”/{v ’Zr’lzgg

are trngs JlleL '

ot fary, the e
. T ) a7 9
- ,\g&w \o,\fo\\ Qlure 24 /z(g,vz(rl‘/ le sécé/lz?rz fgf tzlrlfp ///13
g pCy ta § Fo agl Lvers e
s < :
=
3 .
2 (how ave ya2  Pmowell)
plwral- k'uxa elanik—lek
K'uxt jay g'on —> jun K'o'on oyunik
now S your heard one my heart

té.o%t JW—-—» jun @unv\

Your-(plural) Ny
3 ! l ?
Ml kot et Keon
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Chamel/lajel- to die, to

be finished 4 TiJjel- to wake up people/
Lu'mtsael- to grow tired ., atruments

Ch'ayel- to lose oneself K'a'vinel- to urinate
K'uxel- to eat crunchy things Tsa’anel- to poop
Tiel- to eat meat Utel- to punish

Loel~ to eat fruit Uts’iel- to smell

Uch’el-~ to drink P'ajvanel: to diseriminate
Na’el~ to know Majvanel; to beat up

Tsakel- to take/grab  Milvanel: to kill

Ichel- to carry or receive
Tsim’'tael- to write something Gom'mam

Ipajel- to get sick paso—- Do it
Ak’intajel- to clear a field K'elo~

: look
::;. ::‘::;_el“ to clear specific :syintaoa;n wtri':e it
ono- p

pA:;-la,g;lz-ed ttl) freeze, to be A'v’ino- understand it
A’iel- to understand/to feel La=goNe
Ilel- to see | Ao Say 16
A'k’el- to give K°1?a°— help
Atel- to count Chd‘ino= Acc.:ompany then
Alel- to say/to speak about sk w.ash i
Pnidilal" inte]_‘l.igence %1m] e] ’
Bonolajel- to paint in general d?r;mess of?t‘ﬁel;:h "
Elovajel- to have fun : : ent

gtoti.k- sun (a name),

Chanum'tasel- to teach

; . o ‘
Ts’isomajel- to embrodider Ak’abal- in :;éfa n'-ihgi’i;;
Paxyael- to hunt K’ak’al~ Day, sun
Tajinel- to play Ok’om— tomorrow
Jolil- to remember So'm- morning

Kelel- to care for/watch/observe| pAx’aval- night
Sutel bal- to return from here to there Jme’tik- the
Sutel tal- to return from there to here ' momz our

K’atinel- to heat oneself from the sun or fire other

(FromDylan) ' Fon vpomapla, fives ch'ulel includes the

fprte-%m‘al%o L w‘arvnftn among (t's chavactensncs,
huwman ch weludes the capacity to cultivale the
lamd, ondl the duel of tae Land e ludes the capaoity
o nawvish and gwve livth to plamts.

Thare ave alr relationships spparenit -wen int
these few polentials: ps 3F

Athe warmth of the
7 fire sustains the

g/ Ch'ulel of human /
f' beings tiurough

cold but -

rel.es mff _
ey, | (IPacity O

LD their m*um?&

' 10 care for ! A S22
AN sustoln Sy

-

e

P

7he capacz"fy of the
eartin's chrubdel t&¢ o
RNEW ceritain plants,

or exdmple the T
f P corn plant,

7% N = 4 - e
T 7%V relies on the
T shuman cvulels capacdy
«%fer cultivaton
{'Wwhile humans rely
P on the earth for Cultivation
o= ang thusforsustenance.

PO These capdcities are entities er Fovces

' an and of themselves that inhabit the

hearts of ofifferent entities suci as numans,
fire, and earth.'
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'I:Ls:.m te- Tree moustache (root)

Vinajel- sky

Lobajel- Fruits and vegetables Xojobal-light

Itaj— vegetable
Sate’- fruit
Koxox- tostada
On-~ Avocado

Ti’bol g beket— food with meat

Vaj- tortilla
Kaxlan vaj- bread
Chenek’- bean
Ats’'am- salt
Yoxo’- water

PEOPLE

Me'il~ mother

Tot’il- Father

Its’inal- little brother
Mukil- sibling
Chi’ilil~ Companerx/
comrade|’

Lumal~- People/country/
community|

K'usetik no'ox- Everyone
Yantik- others

Yan- other

Tse’m— Child (girl)
Kerem- Child (boy)
0lol- Baby

earth /animals
Balumil- land/earth
Te~ tree
Te’tik~ forest
Yibel- Root

Be- path/road
Yanalte- leaf

Jo'- rain

Ki- wind

Tok’- cloud

Nichim- flower
Chem'tik- Field (Milpa,

small field for planting)l

Ixim: grains of corn|
Ton=- stone

Vits- hill
Kukyvits- Mountain
Uk’um- River
Osil- land/territory
Ts’i’lel~ Small plants
Itaj- plants that you eat,
(also plants that animals

eat)

Yanal- leaf

Sbe’k~ seed

Ixim- corn (that you grow)

Ajan- corn (that you eat)

Pech- duck

Chitom- pig

Tsi’i- dog

Kaxlan- chicken/City folk

Alak- Rooster/hen

Choy~ Fish

Bolom- cat

T'ul- rabbit

Vakax- cow

Ch'’o- rat

Instead of constantly expressing subject—object
possession, speakers of Bats'i’ k'opsimply refer to the
relationship between subjects in space and time:

__Y_KBIANLTA TINA =+here (s ¢OYN in m%ﬁ house

ihereis\ corn  fral) in hovge ¢ corn at
) g plvral) my (re: T hov at ho

0Y', line the Spanish ay' €xpresses €xistance.
SO this phrase could be more (lose ly translated as
‘theve eyists covn in my house.’

;%I“S-SAK—— -NA m 3_&]-3( their white hevse

White hoyse

their T (rethey hove a whi te

house via their communl

TAKUTIK = There are many of our houses

PR Y ot i)/ (ve: we have many hsuses)

our

OYUN TA OVENTIK XCHIUK JCHI' L

with my comrade

@ I'tin BVBLTIL with vy comrodes @
W

@‘

B_U_C_UMNLII JA KV'uN

who vour's  thig (s nune
Wiose hig is not really sypun
(wWhas is this?) this is / A

“this Us nune/ Lt's saying that in
this mement, T haie a re Lahonship
with this ook (Fuama)

Nnenity 77 g xists in theil ceimni
i)
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f thave s not one 'singéz.ﬁ"ord on

Bats'’ K'op, but some pesple tran-

state it as: xKkuxlejal stuk j tek-

. lum= ¢he people’s own lik. They

K7 8lso say A'ch, kux Lejal: the new
4. .t Kui"fc’.al :\\ ‘

the dignifred\ life.

KAKAL O'ONIL ' t?

kwe are here in Hais pask’op, in
this strugee, because we have
Fire in owr heart. Tf the Ptfzbtas
have strug slways, (ts becd 4
use havg Hus Ffire. It is the (:
fwm struggle, it gures

D, life and strength to the
N \ 3

Once, while studying at the language center at
Oventic, we were watching a documentary about the
construction of the aguascalientes (now the caracol)

A AR
(s, URMREA \ T B N

s 41 ~ It The film was nearly silent,
ith just the rhythmic sounds of the compas’ rakes
and shovels working in tandem, no arguments over

how to best level a slope, no screaming over one
/"‘

S e many pecple 173 :""ffJ ]J\.'J’:(
3 POSsibly iwork to- :‘*‘f.’”tl 122
getner” without

Qf‘f}uLL’L??

Like inthe '
dassembplies, how N

\GC yew reach

3greementsy,

this is W
c?,ways dlfffic-
ult for outsidery
0 wiagers ",
/7" : 4
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Their demand for land is also more profound and less
quantifisable than is often interpreted.

o= \w # N b \
o)
kand could be ‘0sil' which (s the milpa 5, [As
(collective farm plot). You have lived wi® .t
S0 closely with this piece of land tﬁafg{r
You have @ hustory, eu nave §0mMe-5%x
thing in common. ALL 0f cur hiStory,s,,
our culture, our oréams are with her?2e

e s 3
‘balumil’ is Hhe earth, . -
hen we say tiat we have to

efend the (and, we are SpEaking. of ~ o7 -
oef 3 pedlsing. f’i&{‘"% |
Tt

o . OUr moth
-
W — v \ 4
£+ N - ‘\_—b:-?‘__ S

A . 5 e =7 TN

bum orteklunl g e T TH S T
US owr termtory. Each s - g
pueblo hds its cwn teitory. oy W
It has its own customs, (t =
oW histories, and cts
coexistance with tids land.

=t S
5

The future of our puehbles ts

h possible only v the vecgndion
; of oNneselsf with e earth, OW
mothar. Iin her IS our past and CWr-

R
wh, B A

Again, these distinctions can help us understand how
the Z2apatistas have resisted cooptation and selling
out. When they demand land, they are not demanding
territory as a commodity to exploit in collective,
but rather dignity for the whole earth, their mother,
and space for the diverse relations that they share
with her through harvest, but also history and
culture which is unquantifiable and thus cannot be
won through appealing to or conquering state power.

futwre, and also the freedom and autonomy

The construction of the collective heart, however, is
by no means anti-individual. When Juana says that
none of the Zapatistas have any personal interest,
she is not asserting the submission of the
individual to the collective, but rather expressing

the mutual necessity of personal and collective
autonomy. No one has personal interests that are

counter to the collective interests because the
collective interest is based only in the personal.

Being a compa means acting from Slekil o’onil: the
dignified side of the heart.

I'm geing to give . A}

tne yect of my heart {4

to the Struggle. I't's 74
net for money., we're Ya
thunhung of the NN o
geod. 4 tiis exists very @ e
Strrengéy Sstill. We're nct )\ ‘

\
=
e

tdiiking abeut (Cnpensiac. =
When He cempas fron the A 1,
ity came T fight, they. // 2 /1N
fewind that there has © g R
dlready o Struyglt o~ g . '
hove. The cempas AN / e
Said, ‘tats dlr‘{g&{; o7
Lf yeu have your
Slekil o'onil e
are geing to tell
Yeu v adt yeu
can Lnd ws 3
ha»u{ with.' TIS T

is hew it happens frent th
sntallest thugs tv the biggest
#ings. Frent Sharing Yeur 18 vest
with o family that ‘had a 0da
harvest, t0 consSt Uity the
struggee. - Fuana
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Similarly, when the Zapatistas demanded education,

they are not making an appeal for more or better
access to government schools.

The verl for what the western (ultures
(ALl studying (s ‘chanvun'. Yum mgdns
papel; siheet, and is60K. S0 3ats't kg
Hus forva of teadung and Leanting ts
not the only i, (ts #ust the feyrm
of learning ielated to the DCOR, WL
e Ledynilg Of the school. The Vvero

chsnel means to ledr, understand 04—
Jotng, Nl [t has the CChnotdfbn of giv-
g Your 1ody and hedy T {0 ledriing.
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o The army exists to defend the
communities, but once they are 1liberated from the
state or the killers, they establish their own self
governance which is not opposed, but complementary,

to the army in the process of making the word,
pask’op.
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The third word translated simply as ‘work’
is kanal which is a new word that was introduced
with colonization, and which explicitly means
exploitation.

‘Tt s the werlik that yeu do €ach day
that LSt fOr Youl or yowr Family or your
cemmbil tyn Work for @ boss. I s a reld-
ticn Of slavery. The pecple Know that thiy
are bewmng explorted. hWhen they g€ 1¢ the

city to find werk they say, 'Chibat ta
Kanal, ‘I4n geing to e explcited.’

LT8A K&

So when the Zapatistas demand ‘work’, they are not in
danger of selling out for promises of jobs or union
contracts from the state or corporations. They
clearly differentiate capitalist exploitation and
productivity for the capitalist system from that
which serves them and their communities. They are
constructing autonomy through a’mtel, which
encompasses all the levels of work carried out in
Zapatista territory, from the Councils of Good
Government to the health promoters in the
autonomous clinics, to the coffee production
collectives, to the work of the education promoters
teaching me Batsi'k’op. No one receives a salary for
their a’mtel, rather they support one another at the
level of their families and local communities in
order to make possible the different collective work.
For example if a compa goes to work in the Council of
Good Government for a time, their community
provides them with the amount of food that they need
to sustain themselves during that period and helps
the compa’s family with their harvest or family-level
a’mtel.

Two years later I was told Ich bail ta mu'k, which
translates as recognition of the greatness of all
beings, and implies a reciprocal process carried out

by a collective in the world.p;;ff(_f’%
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fundamental downfall of anti-capitalist struggles
in the western world. When people demand justice,
whether or not they believe that it can be granted by
the state, they are implying a concrete set of
conditions wherein oppressed people are vindicated
and the oppressors condemned. Interpretations of
that vindication are used to impose authority and
quash rebellious energy through piecemeal gains.
When one group (party, union...etc.) achieves
something and calls it justice, everyone else is
forced to refocus their energies from confrontation
with the state towards defending the achieved
justice through subsequent submission to the state.
When justice, however, means the ‘recognition of the
greatness of all beings’y this is not possible. Justice
is all or nothing, and it is not susceptible to state
cooptation or interpretation.
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