Whalers, Driftnetters, and Other
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buying your tools in some town other than where the ship is. It may not be a good
idea to stay in the town where the ship is docked. Yes, the best traveler leaves no
footprints, and the best ecoteur leaves no monkey-prints.

There are two items on our list that you will have difficulty getting locally.
Those are the lock-picking set and the CS tear gas. Both are important. You could
disassemble and smuggle a small lock-picking kit into the country where you are
going, but if you get caught with it, that will be the end of your action.

Do not fly with tear gas. If you can safely obtain it or something else equally
nauseating in the country where the action is to take place, then definitely do it.

Necessary Tool List:

» large bolt cutters. at least two-feet (60 centimeters) long

« large pipe wrench

« large crescent wrench

» large pry (crow) bar

« phillips and flat-blade screwdrivers

* vice grips

+ flashlights and headlamps

+ lock-picking kit (and knowledge of how to use it! there are books that explain
how to do this)

» gloves, waterproof clothing, tarpolin

« adark set of disposable clothes (black is always the most fashionable color for
scuttlers)

« flexible rubber gloves

» a complete change of clothes.

» two long, heavy-duty high quality pad locks per ship

« a half-full bottle of hard liquor

« soap and water to clean up with

Optional—But Very Helpful—Tools:

* two-way communications system

« small, portable, acetylene cutting torch

» CS tear-gas canisters—slow release type. If not obtainable, substitute some
other nauseating, but non-poisonous agent.

« collapsible sea kayak (depending upon the site)

The critical factor in sinking a ship is being able to sneak aboard it undetected.
If you can do that, you can bring the ship down. The actual mechanics of sinking
the ship is not nearly as difficult as locating the ship and boarding it undetected.
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Bend, break, or
jam valve stem
50 it is locked
OPEN.

Water rushes out!

yourself with extraordinary adrenalized energy and strength at this moment. If so,
cutting, smashing, and breaking things can be the perfect way to work it off. We
have found this ‘bashing’ period to be a time of great, albeit somewhat frantic,
fun. Please enjoy this ‘sinking feeling.’

STEPY9 TAKE EVERYTHING YOU BROUGHT WITH YOU
OUT OF THE ENGINE ROOM.

Leave no material evidence.

STEP 10 IF YOU HAVE A TEAR-GAS CANISTER, JUST BEFORE YOU STEP OUT
OF THE ENGINE ROOM DOOR, OPEN THE CANISTER AND SET IT UP
HIGH SOMEPLACE.
Do not throw the tear gas canister into the incoming salt water. The salt water
will considerably reduce the effects of the teargas. Just trigger the canister and
set it near the door. Needless to say, you should shut your eyes and hold your
breath while you do this. Or put on a gas mask. Then quickly shut the engine
room door.

y . ; e Y
If you cannot obtain teargas, try using some other nauseating, but non-poison-
ous substance. There are numerous recipes for such mixtures in other books.

STEP 11 PUT A HEAVY-DUTY, LONG-HANDLED LOCK ON BOTH
THE ENGINE ROOM AND THE MAIN ENTRANCE DOOR.

We may have broken their locks while entering their ship, so we feel it is only

proper that we should replace their damaged property. We're not scoundrels. We
also feel it to be rather improbable that their keys would fit our locks.

If they discover their ship in the midst of sinking, they will try to board it and
try to pump it out. We use the locks and tear gas to buy as much time as possible.

engine room is near the stern of the ship. Once you get into the ship, keep going
down. The engine room is at the bottom of the ship. Eventually, you will find it.
Its door may be locked. If so, you will now be able to open its lock in privacy.
The engine room is an oily, toxic-waste filled area. Typically, you will get dirty
with the rust and oil in this room.

STEP 3 FIND THE SEA WATER INTAKE VALVE.

All large ocean-going ships have salt water intake valves and piping. These ships
need salt water for deck-cleaning, fire-fighting, and for cooling their massive
diesel engines. There are no air-cooled diesel engines out at sea. Usually, the
coolant radiator from the diesel engine is bathed in a steady stream of cool sea
water. The best way to find the sea water intake valve is to follow the piping.
Ocean-going ships typically will have four or five different types of plumbing.
Fresh water, salt water, fuel oil, engine oil, and hydraulic fluid. The salt water
pipes are generally the widest. The sea water intake valve is almost always located
in the engine room. The trick is to keep following the pipes to the thickest one
that appears to be attached to the side or the bottom of the ship. It is at this point
that the sea water enters the ship.

Sea water intake valve

The sea water intake typically
is at the bottom of the ship, but
it can be on the side.

There is one exception that I should mention now, that of ships with keel-cool-
ing systems. Keel-cooling ships are ships that pump their engine coolant directly
into cooling pipes attached to the keel (outside) of the ship. They do not use
internal heat exchange with salt water. Keel-cooling ships typically just stay in
colder waters. Norwegian whalers use keel-cooling systems. But ships with keel-
cooling systems still have salt-water intake systems. They still need sea water for
deck-cleaning and firefighting. Their sea water intakes are not as large as those
on non-keel-cooling ships, but they are still plenty adequate for scuttling. When
we sank the Norwegian pirate whaling ship the Nybrena on December 27th, 1992,
it had a keel-cooling system.

STEP3 CLOSE THE SEA WATER INTAKE VALVE.
This is the master valve that controls the entrance of all the sea water coming into
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