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In 1950, the Communist Party of South Africa was forced to 
publicly dissolve after being declared illegal by the 
“Suppression of Communism Act.” This act was passed by the 
South African National Party, which was the governing body 
responsible for the implementation of the apartheid rule. In 
1953, former members of the Communist Party of South Africa 
formed an underground organization known as the South 
African Communist Party, which was motivated by the struggle 
to end the apartheid rule.

How To Master Secret Work is a series of articles featured 
in Umsebenzi, a clandestine publication by the South African 
Communist Party between 1985 to 1993. Each article of the 
original series has been collected here as a comprehensive 
look into the tactics used by South Africans when engaged in 
covert resistance against apartheid rule. While the tactics 
mentioned in these documents are certainly dated, there are 
still tools and lessons included that are relevant to modern 
clandestine action.

It should be noted that South African Communist Party 
members participated in trainings given by the Soviet KGB, 
and that this collection of articles is also considered by some 
as a unique look into KGB spycraft of the era.












