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jobs are entirely unnecessary; if
they were to vanish tomorrow,
the world would not be any the
worse off. Simply do the maths.
If those workers are right, we
could massively reduce climate
change just by eliminating
bullshit jobs.

So that’s proposal one.

Proposal two: batshit con-
struction. An enormous amount
of building today is purely
speculative: all over the world,
governments collude with the
financial sector to create
glittering towers that are never
occupied, empty office build-
ings, airports that are never
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used. Stop doing this. No one
will miss them.

Proposal three: planned
obsolescence. One of the main
reasons we have such high
levels of industrial production is
that we design everything to
break, or to become outmoded
and useless in a few years’ time.
If you build an iPhone to break
in three years you can sell five
times as many than if you make
it to last 15, but you also use five
times the resources, and create
five times the  pollution.
Manufacturers are perfectly
capable of making phones (or
stockings, or light bulbs) that
wouldn’t break; in fact, they
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actually do - they're called
‘military grade’. Force them to
make military-grade products
for everyone. We could cut
down greenhouse gas pro-
duction massively and improve
our quality of life.

These three are just for
starters. If you think about it,
they're really just common
sense. Why destroy the world
if you don’t have to?

If addressing them seems
unrealistic, we might do well
to think hard about what those
realities are that seem to be
forcing us, as a society, to
behave in ways that are
literally mad.
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To Save the World,
We’re Going to Have
to Stop Working

David Graeber
2020



