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TABLETS & KIOSKS Used for money transactions,
communication, entertainment and education,
tablets are now common in prisons. But in
addition to the predatory financial costs of most
tablet services, there are other costs to privacy and
human connection that come with this new
technology.

Having some of the things you need in one
device or kiosk can be useful, but technological
convenience is a double-edged sword. A tablet
can replace paper letters with easy-to-monitor
email, provide a pretense to eliminate printed
books, and substitute for a trip to the classroom
with your peers — increasing surveillance and
isolation, and decreasing movement and
camaraderie. The “jails of the future” will surely
push isolation, in the name of safety, to new
levels. But people in prison will always find
creative ways to hack their environment and
improve their conditions in meaningful ways.
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CELL PHONES It's simply a fact that cell phones
make their way into prisons. Whether they're used
to report on conditions, or as a cheaper alternative
to prison phone rates, they can be a valuable tool
but also a risk. The same telecomm companies
that run most phone services also offer prisons
"stingray” services to find cell phones and analyze
whatever data is extractible from intercepted
phones.

Just like phones outside, using an encrypted
messaging app such as Signal is the best way to
communicate securely, especially when using the
disappearing message function. A strong
password is always recommended for the phone
itself, on social media and messaging apps, and
on encrypted email such as Protonmail. If video is
used to communicate, avoid showing faces
whenever possible.

When used safely, a cell phone can be a connector,
broadcaster, a critical lifeline, a match and a spark.
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RAM's security zines, Know Your Enemy,
Your Phone Is A Snitch, and Surviving
Surveillance in Prison are practical
guides to navigating safety in a police
state.

For further reading, ask us to send you
RAM's text Burn Down the American
Plantation.

Write us at:
RAM-NYC

113 Stockholm St, #1
Brooklyn NY 11221
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SURVIVING
SURVEILLANCE
IN PRISON

STAYING CONNECTED
IN THE FIGHT FOR
LIBERATION




