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month period in 1934 over 57,000 bounties were claimed for
Emu beaks.

To sum up, a quote from an ornithologist who was a first-
hand observer of the Emu War,

“The machine-gunners’ dreams of point blank fire into ser-
ried masses of Emus were soon dissipated. The Emu command
had evidently ordered guerrilla tactics, and its unwieldy army
soon split up into innumerable small units that made use of the
military equipment uneconomic. A crestfallen field force there-
fore withdrew from the combat area after about a month”

Prelude to War

As the First World War was winding down the so-called
nation-state of Australia began preparing for the inevitable in-
flux of ex-soldiers from the battlefields of Europe and the Mid-
dle East. As part of the planning vast stretches in Southwest-
ern Australia were earmarked for the returning combatants to
turn into profitable grain and vegetable ranches. The economic
chaos of the Stock Market Crash, and the concomitant failure
of the Australian government to pay any promised subsidies,
especially for wheat, brought the farmers to near ruin. Then
when least expected a marauding force of some 20,000 Emus,
struck. Brought into the area, no doubt, by the abundant irriga-
tion water and all those tasty unharvested crops. The farmers
demanded the government do something about the avian in-
surgents and in response war was declared in October of 1932.
The eclipse of homo sapiens, as the dominant species on the
planet, began in that instant.

The Emu is the second largest flightless bird on the planet,
eclipsed only by its African cousin, the ostrich. Emus can reach
heights of six feet, weigh up to 90 pounds and can run about
40mph at top speed. Then as now, little is known of Emu behav-
ior, individual or social. In general they are considered skittish,
the females can be very aggressive to each other during mat-
ing as they compete for male affections. Emus tend to forage
in groups, likely family or hatchling related. Finally Emus are
omnivorous, eating bugs, soft plants and seeds, and definitely
wheat.

Weapons/Order of Battle

Emus: 20,000 Emus (a fuckload). The Emu is effectively
weaponless, save their ability to run fast and the fact that
when threatened they will dodge left and right as they flee.
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