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Don’t reminisce after the fact. Not even with the other
people you were there with. I know, that one thing was just the
best, but really. It may seem harmless, but people have gone
down for doing just that — even with people they ran with and
trusted before. You should be especially wary if someone you
haven’t seen in a while comes around asking pointed questions
about your previous activities; historically, people who have
answered such questions have ended up hearing transcripts of
those conversations in court.

Don’t incriminate yourself or others by bragging about
anything illegal you did or talking about what other people did.
This includes speculating about who might have done what. Do-
ing so is confessing to a crime, or providing evidence in your
own or others’ cases. It’s not smart, and that information isn’t
anybody’s business.

Speaking of evidence, don’t post pictures online of what
happened, especially on social media — and if you see any, don’t
tag anyone in them! That is doing the cops’ work for them.

And obvs: no one likes a snitch. Don’t be that guy.

Keep your own and your friends’ secrets, and you’re that
much more likely to be free for the next party. You know you
want to go.

stay safe and
dangerous!

This article originally appeared in Mask Magagine: The Etiguette Issue.
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good manners for

street parties:
stay safer while
playing dangerously

So, there you are, hanging out with your friends, and
suddenly the street around you erupts into a riotous party.
Sweet! Unfortunately, cops are drawn to these things like flies to
honey. If you decide to join in, or just get caught up in it, here
are some tips for keeping yourself and others as safe as possible.

As soon as cops say it’s an unlawful assembly, it is. And some-
times they don’t even say it before arresting people. That’s im-
portant to know. You’re taking a risk just by being at a thing like
that. This doesn’t mean it can’t be fun, but it is a thing to keep in
mind, especially if you’re undocumented, on probation, or oth-
erwise at especially high risk if you get arrested. If this is you,
you may want to keep an extra eye out for escape routes and do
your best to dip when necessary. If you know your friends are at
higher risk, keep an out for them.

Cameras are everywhere. Whether theyre in stores, on
streetlights, or in people’s pockets, they can provide evidence
against you or other people — and let’s not even talk about facial
recognition software. Covering your face can help prevent you



