aid; even now, most of us spend more of our money on
our friends and families than on ourselves; while likely
as not there will always be competitive people in the
world, there’s no reason why society has to be based
on encouraging such behavior, let alone making people
compete over the basic necessities of life. That only
serves the interests of people in power, who want us to
live in fear of one another. That’s why anarchists call for
a society based not only on free association but mutual
aid. The fact is that most children grow up believing in
anarchist morality, and then gradually have to realize
that the adult world doesn’t really work that way. That’s
why so many become rebellious, or alienated, even
suicidal as adolescents, and finally, resigned and bitter
as adults; their only solace, often, being the ability to
raise children of their own and pretend to them that the
world is fair. But what if we really could start to build a
world which really was at least founded on principles
of justice? Wouldn’t that be the greatest gift to one’s
children one could possibly give?

Do you believe that human beings are fundamentally
corrupt and evil, or that certain sorts of people (women,
people of color, ordinary folk who are not rich or highly
educated) are inferior specimens, destined to be ruled
by their betters?

If you answered “yes”, then, well, it looks like you aren’t
an anarchist after all. But if you answered “no”, then
chances are you already subscribe to 90% of anarchist
principles, and, likely as not, are living your life largely
in accord with them. Every time you treat another
human with consideration and respect, you are being
an anarchist. Every time you work out your differences
with others by coming to reasonable compromise,
listening to what everyone has to say rather than letting
one person decide for everyone else, you are being an
anarchist. Every time you have the opportunity to force
someone to do something, but decide to appeal to
their sense of reason or justice instead, you are being
an anarchist. The same goes for every time you share
something with a friend, or decide who is going to do
the dishes, or do anything at all with an eye to fairness.
Now, you might object that all this is well and
good as a way for small groups of people to get on
with each other, but managing a city, or a country,
is an entirely different matter. And of course there is
something to this. Even if you decentralize society
and puts as much power as possible in the hands of
small communities, there will still be plenty of things
that need to be coordinated, from running railroads
to deciding on directions for medical research. But
just because something is complicated does not

mean there is no way to do it democratically. It would just be
complicated. In fact, anarchists have all sorts of different ideas
and visions about how a complex society might manage itself.
To explain them though would go far beyond the scope of a
little introductory text like this. Suffice it to say, first of all, that
a lot of people have spent a lot of time coming up with models
for how a really democratic, healthy society might work; but
second, and just as importantly, no anarchist claims to have a
perfect blueprint. The last thing we want is to impose prefab
models on society anyway. The truth is we probably can’t even
imagine half the problems that will come up when we try to
create a democratic society; still, we’re confident that, human
ingenuity being what it is, such problems can always be solved,
so long as it is in the spirit of our basic principles-which are, in
the final analysis, simply the principles of fundamental human
decency.
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